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An earnest call has been made on the editor of 
The Sunday School Times for words of counsel to 
teachers of young persons who have been religiously 
impressed, but who hold back from the step of Chris- 
tain decision. “ This is a harvest season,” writes 
one, “and the question, How shall I bring my 
scholars toa decision? is the one that now presses 
more than any other upon the Sunday-school teacher. 
The seed has been sown, the scholar has the intel- 
lectual knowledge ; but he waits—hesitates. Tell us 
who are teachers what we can further say or do that 
shall, under God, 'change this waiting into believing.” 
This important subject was treated editorially in 
these columns nearly two years ago; and in view 
of its fresh timeliness at present what was then said 
is now reprinted on another page, for the benefit of 
our many new subscribers. 











Temptations to dishonesty are not confined to 
business life. It isas dishonest to wrest known facts 
or plain truths in order to make them support pre- 
conceived opinions as it is to falsify accounts in order 
to make books balance. An eminent naturalist, after | 
years of research, carefully constructed a theory about 
the nature and growth of fishes. Later he received 
some specimens gathered in deep-sea explorations. 
He sent them to a draughtsman with orders to con- 
struct drawings from them. When these were 
furnished him, he was evidently disappointed. He 
inquired if they were entirely correct. He was 








assured that they were. They contradicted his 
theory. After considerable hesitation, he ordered 
the drawings to be changed so as to conform to his 
theory. The Bible is too often made to support a 
system of doctrine instead of being simply explained. 
Said one who was shown that the Bible did not support 
his views of temperance, “ Then I would suppress 
the truth for the sake of the cause.” A thoroughly 
candid mind is a rare and precious qualification fora 
teacher,—a qualification granted as a gift of the Holy 
Spirit in answer to prayer. The succcessful teacher 
is led by, does not seek to lead, the Spirit. 

It is a great deal easier for a pastor to preach to a 
Bible-studying people than to a people who never 
study the Bible. The more they know about the 
Bible, the more they want to know. Before the days 
of these International lessons, a New England pastor 
had a sluggish congregation of farmers who took no 
part in Bible study. But an adult Bible class was 
started, which gathered in a large number of the peo- 
ple. Then a monthly Sunday-school concert was 
begun, with its topical recitations of Scripture texts, 
and young and old had a part in it. The effect of 
this new Bible study in the congregation was marvel- 
ous. As the pastor moved about among his people 
during the week, he found them busy in thought over 
Bible truths. They were interested in something 
else than crops and the weather. He was, in conse- 
quence, constantly in a Bible atmosphere. He came 
back to his study from his pastoral visiting with new 
promptings for sermon themes. He was enabled to 
write his sermons in one-half the time he formerly gave 
to them, and this with far more ease. Moreover, he 
was thinking with his people, and therefore was better 
enabled to direct their thinking. The more Bible 
study there is in a congregation, the more power can 
be wielded from the pulpit over that congregation. 


Why is it that imitation, that copying, that mimicry, 
is in such favor in the world? Why is itthata copy 
is often counted more valuable than its original ? The 
highest ability of the best actor is the power of imita- 
tion. He is counted the pre-eminent actor who can 
be least like himself, and most like somebody else. 
Nor is it essential that his model of imitation be a 
noble one. The greatest reputation of the foremost 
actors of the ages has been won through their seeming 
so much like cold-blooded murderers, or hard-hearted 
usurers, or lecherous rakes, or driveling drunkards, 
or knaves, or fools of high or low degree. And gentle- 
men and ladies of character and cultivation will sit 
with open ears and tearful eyes watching the simulation 
of that which in itself is abhorrent to the moral sense, 
and applauding the likeness of their favorite actor to 
some personage below the plane of common decency. 
“T have seen,” says Gotthold, “the picture of a 
monk, of an old and wrinkled woman, of a beggar 
with tattered clothes, purchased for a hundred, nay, 
sometimes for a thousand dollars ; and that by persons | 
who would have scorned to waste a word upon a real | 
monk, or so much as a look upon a real old woman, | 
and would not have given an actual living beggar a | 
penny to keep him alive. It thus appears that man 
is not only pleased to be deceived by a skillful hand, 
but even rewards the deceptive art with large sums 
of money.” If indeed it is the art which is admired in 
any work of imitation, why should not that art be 
directed toward something in itself admirable or 








lovely ? Is art any less real and worthy when it 
reproduces a cathedral than when it pictures a barn- 
yard? Must artistic acting be always in the repre- 
sentation of base characters? Ifa man thinks he can 
show most power in the world by seeming something 
else than himself, why doesn’t he try to appear likea 
better man than he is instead of a worse one? Is it 
because he somehow fancies that a play would hardly 
be attractive to the theater-going community, if it 
only showed purer models of Christian character, 
and grander illustrations of godly living than could 
easily be found elsewhere? Whatever may be the 
reason for this popular preference of that which is vile 
or degraded as an object of imitation in art, it is clear 
that it would be better for both the copyist and the 
observer if the models chosen for imitation were always 
of the highest order. That art is worthiest which uplifts 
men’s thoughts and aspirations and strivings. There 
are beautiful models in nature for imitation in paint- 
ing and sculpture. There is one Model in character 
which ought to be reproduced in the lives of all who 
have power as artists or actors. When the theater 
helps to bring the characteristics of that Model more 
attractively and more impressively before the popular 
mind and heart, the theater may have a mission which 
it must certainly lack while its foremost artists 
devote themselves so largely to the imitation of vile 
and despicable characters. 


STICKING TO ONE’S OWN BUSINESS. 


It is a great thing to know what is one’s duty; and 
to do it. Itis also a great thing to know what is not 
one’s duty ; and to let it alone. There is just time 
enough in one’s life to do all that he ought to do; 
but there is no time for anything else. That life is 
a failure which is given to any other work than one’s 
own—no matter how good the other work is, or how 
many are helped by it. That life is a success which is 
fully occupied with one’s proper business—in spite of 
every inducement to attempt a grander ora better work. 

Temptations do not always come in the line of 
self-indulgence and of evil associations. They are 
often in the direction of generous giving and doing ; 
of activities for the welfare of others; of religious 
work or worship. Many a man who would never 
think of wasting money on his appetites would give 
or risk money which is not his own to help a friend 
or neighbor in some special need. He would be 
generous before he would be rigidly just. His 
warmth of heart toward the special case of want 
would swerve him from duty to his employers or his 
creditors. He who would shrink from vile com- 
panionships might neglect some personal duty to be 
with a godly friend; might permit his legitimate 
btisiness—the business which he had agreed to do, 
and for doing which he was receiving wages—to 
suffer while he was attending the sessions of a 
committee to enlarge the operations of an evan- 
gelical Sunday-school, or to establish a Young Men’s 
Christian Association on a self-sustaining basis, 
and to secure to it a better field of benevolent 
operations. A minister who is quite above all dan- 
ger of frittering away time in vain pleasure-seek- 
ing is sometimes seduced into leaving his church 
prayer-meeting without its proper leader, while he 
goes off to address “a most important convention on 
a theme which involves the interests of the church 
universal””—youknow. Or he will be trying to wield 
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“the mighty 
religious periodicals, while his next Sunday’s sermon 

needs all the brain and heart power he is capable of | 
wielding for any purpose, between now and Saturday 
night. There are temptations to ministers and lay- | 
men, to young men and.old, to men and women, to 
attend religious meetings, to be at social Christian 

gatherings, to spend time on committees of benevo- | 
lence, to write letters of counsel, to make visits of 

consolation, to undertake new enterprises of good, | 
when the time demanded for these things is already | 
pre-engaged for other important occupations ; and is | 
not fairly at the disposal of the one tempted. There | 
is in fact a great deal of wrong-doing in the world from 
trying to do too much good in the world ; from trying 
to do good which one must neglect a plain duty to 
undertake. 

Suppose a Christian man is hired to watch at night 
in a large factory in a closely built village. He has 
agreed to be there from sundown until morning. 
His task is a very simple one. It is only to walk 
back and forth in the long rooms, and to go up and 
down the high stairways, keeping his eyes open, 
ready to put out the first show of fire, or to sound an 
alarm in danger. It seems to him a very insignifi- 
cant work. On all sides sinners are impenitent, and 
souls are perishing. Oughtn’t he to be up and doing 
in the Lord’s cause? This is prayer-meeting night. 
He will go over and say some earnest words to his 
sluggish Christian brethren, to arouse them to action, 
He may be the means of a revival in that village. 
He quits the factory and goes to the prayer-meeting. 
His exhortation is cut short by the cry of fire. As 
he walks among the smoking ruins of that village 
the next morning, it may occur to him that he would 
have done better had he attempted less; that as 
watching was his business he ought not to have 
allowed even praying or exhorting to interfere with 
his watching. It was because Saul sacrificed in wor- 
ship the sheep and oxen which he had been set to 
destroy, that the Lord rejected him from being king 
of Israel. Saul thought those sheep were so fat, and 
the service of worship was so delightful, that surely God 
would be pleased to have him stop his work of slaugh- 
tering and enter on religious exercises. “ And 
Samuel said, Hath not the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 
of the Lord?” (Is that the question you are ask- 
ing? You ought to have known the answer.) 
“ Behold to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat oframs.” Saul did a great many 
evil things in his day. The one thing for which he 
was deposed from his kingship was the worshiping 
God when he had no business to worship; when he 
had another work to do, a work which he had no 
right to quit in the hope of doing something better— 
something more distinctively religious. The Lord is 
no better pleased to-day with the shirking of one’s 
plain duty under the plea of doing religious service, 
than he was in the days of Saul. 

This is a matter of practical importance to 
individual Christians in every sphere of activity. 
A pastor ought to give his first and best energies to 
work for the people over whom God has set him, and 
whose care and instruction he has assumed. He 
ought not to be drawn away from that work—while 
it remains his work—to write, or to speak, or to 
counsel in any direction, in the hope of doing more 


power of the press” by his writings for | 





good in a larger field. An editor ought not to quit 
his newspaper work—while he is editor—to preach, or | 
to lecture, or to write books, with the idea that any- | 
thing of the sort is so important for him to do as to | 
edit his paper faithfully. A student ought to be first | 
of all a good student, while he is a student. If he is | 
foremost in prayer-meetings, and hindmost in the | 
recitation rooms, he dishonors the cause for which he | 
is readier to pray than to obey. A clerk in an office | 
or a store, a factory boy, a farm hand, a sailor, ought 

to be devoted to the simplest duties of his station, as 


if the world pivoted on his fidelity in those things | 
just there. There is no pleasing God by a neglect of | 
individual duty, even though that neglect be for the | 








purpose of studying a Sunday-school lesson or of try- 
ing to get up a revival. 

Stick to your own business—while it is your busi- 
ness. Do your individual duty in the place where 
God has bidden you to stand. Understand that no 
work which you could attempt can bring such results 
of good to the cause of your divine Master, or to the 
world for which he died, as the work which God has 
put into your hands, or which, as led by his provi- 
dence, you have undertaken and promised to attend 
to. First give yourself heartily to that work which 
you have agreed to do, and which you are paid for 
doing. Next—when you have any time which you 
can use for other things—do that which you have 
agreed to do, but are not paid for; remember your 
promises, and perform them. After these things are 
attended to, and not before, you can do that which 
seems to promise most of good, but which you are under 
no peculiar obligations to attempt. Of course it is 
understood that these words are to Christians; to 
those whose business is that which God approves,—a 
business which is to be counted as God’s business, 
because it isthe peculiar business of children of God. 
Such a business is worth sticking to—whether it seem 
great or small. 


THE USES OF SMALL MEN. 

A well-known American writer has written a very 
careful essay on the “Uses of Great Men.” But 
while he considers the influence exerted upon the 
world’s history by its leaders in all departments of 
politics or learning, his essay so emphasizes the small- 
ness of those whom we call great, and the greatness 
of the smaller elements which have contributed to 
their success, that the entire essay may almost be 
read backward, as one on the opposite subject of the 
uses of small men. Men are great only as they he/p; 
as soon as they aim to lead, or to create, they become 
in very truth weak and small. “ At last,” says this 
writer, “we shall cease to look in man for complete- 
ness, and shall content ourselves with their social 
and delegated quality. All that respects the indi- 
vidual is temporary and prospective, like the individ- 
ual himself, who is ascending out of his limits into a 
catholic existence. We have never come at the true 
and best benefit of any genius, so long as we believe 
him an original force. In the moment when he 
ceases to help us as a cause, he begins to help us 
more as an effect; then he appears as the exponent 
of a vaster mind and will.” 

Since every man is a small man, at least in com- 
parison with other men—for the greatest of men 
cannot be the greatest in all things—he is naturally 
discouraged when he hears the high mandates of the 
Bible and conscience. The directions of the Bible 
are not addressed to great men, or to exceptional 
men. It bids al/ to do justice and love mercy; nay 
more, to be perfect—that is complete—even as their 
Father in heaven is perfect. But all its commands 
are with reference to man’s growth from the inside, 
and not to any accretion, from the outside, of things 
beyond his reach. By God’s help we are to be and 
to do, not to be made and to be done for. 

The duty of one’s life, whatever its capacities and 
opportunities, is to make the very most of them. 
The question to be asked is simply this, “ What is 
my own duty?” The most successful men of the 
world, whatever the seeming magnitude of their 
achievements, have been those who have had the 
clearest idea of what they wanted to do. The one 
overmastering idea of poor little James Boswell’s 
life was to write a thorough biography of Dr. John- 
son; and such was his incessant zeal that he made 


his book a classic for all time. Frew men’s minds are | 


so petty as Boswell’s, but few possess his diligence. 
Better is he who pursues with untiring patience the 
most minute subject of honest inquiry, than he who, 
like Coleridge or Poe, dissipates splendid powers in 
a multiplicity of subjects quickly taken up, and as 
quickly dropped. 

Moral law is to be observed in a round of petty 
duties, Great occasions may be trusted to dominate 





us, if we prepare ourselves to meet them, by a long 
career of devotion to small occasions. The rule is the: 
same for the celebrity or the day-laborer. And to: 
us all is given the assurance that God’s idea of a 
small man may be very different from the popular 
idea. The last shall be first, and the first last, but. 
he shall not be last who, unconscious of self-advance- 
ment, and conscious of the imperiousness of duty 
in the smallest details, determines that he, himself, 
shall have his uses, whether the world overpraises. 
them or belittles them. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


For nearly twenty years The Sunday School Times has’ 
maintained an interest in Chloe Lankton, a patient, help- 
less invalid, whose case of peculiar suffering and peculiar 
Christian character had before that time excited popular 
attention and sympathy through the publication of her 
story in a volume issued by the American Sunday School 
Union. Contributions for her benefit still come in with 
more or less regularity, and our readers hear occasionally 
from her through these columns. Her latest letter of 
acknowledgment to the Publisher is given herewith for 
the benefit of those whose benefactions have cheered her 
heart : 


NEw HARTFORD, Conn., January 6, 1879. 

MY DEAR FRIEND: Your note with check enclosed is safely 
and thankfully received. I can assure you that I feel very 
thankful indeed to you and to all the kind friends who have so 
freely contributed to my comfort. The money will be a great 
help to me towards paying my expenses, and I thank them all 
again and again for this precious gift, and for all their kindness 
to me in years past. For some hidden purpose God sees fit to 
spare me to suffer on year after year. I will still wait patiently, 
and be resigned to his will. He knows what is best for me. 
He doeth all things well. As to my health,—I was about as 
usual through the summer,—that is, sometimes much worse 
than others,—but in the fall I was very sick for many weeks. 
I suffered severely. . . . I am better now, but am still very weak, 
and not nearly as well as before I was so very sick. My trust 
is in Jesus ; he will sustain and comfort me even to the end of 
this long, sufferjng, lonely journey. Many, very many thanks 
to all the dear, kind friends, with much love, from 

Their grateful, suffering friend, 
CHLOE LANKTON. 


It is hard to make the average Christian believe that 
“ duties never conflict.” There is a constant temptation 
to fear that if a child is sent to school—week-days or 
Sundays—he will be neglected at home; that if money 
is given to the outside poor, the home household will 
suffer want; that if the gospel is sent to the heathen, the 
field lying about us will be left unevangelized. The 
Christian paradoxes, that “there is that scattereth and 
yet increaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more than 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty,’’ and that “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive,” do not rest in all minds 
as absolute truth. Here is another illustration of the 
common doubt concerning the influence of outside work 
on work inside, presented in a letter from Brooklyn, New 
York : 


We have just been astonished by the remark that “ missiom 
schools weaken the school of the church.” Surely it might as 
well be said that foreign missions weaken Christian work at: 
home. Both goon, and both are binding sheaves for the harvest- 
I think that a church often sees its best workers—or at least its 
more energetic ones—preferring mission work to home work, 
and thereby a sort of jealousy arises. The mission teachers 
watch faithfully the progress of their work, and often their 
ministry to the physical condition of their scholars keeps busy 
their hands as well as their hearts. They are welcomed to the 
scholars’ homes as those who have a sympathizing heart, a 
kindly word, and a helping hand ; and as those whom the sick 
and dying scholar wants to see in the supreme moment of life. 
But the teachers who strive to do the Lord’s will among the high- 
born rarely come to more than the formal call in visiting. 
Their work is to drop the seed, which is the word of God, with 
prayer, Sunday by Sunday, into the scholar’s heart. To one 
teacher the progress is palpable: to the other, there is only a 
patient waiting. For both the result is the same ; for St. James 
says, “ He which converteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins.” Oh no, no! instead of weakening a church, a mission 
school connected therewith is a means of strength. It quickens 
the life, broadens the narrow-minded, makes unselfish those 
hitherto bound only to their own, and, above all, fulfills the 
divine commands, “ Go work to-day in my vineyard,” “Go ye 
into all the world.” Shall we not hear through your columns 
something on this subject,—Church versus Mission Work ? 


It is certainly true that mission-school work ought not 
to interfere with church work. It is probably true that 
mission-school work does not, as a practical matter, dimin- 
ish the interest in, or the amount of work done in, the 
church school; that on the contrary it increases the 
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amount and improves the quality of home work in the 
church. Yet it is possible for a church school to be 
neglected because of the popularity or attractiveness of 
work in a mission field. This possibility should be borne 
in mind by those who are considering the question whether 
they are to leave the church school for the mission-school. 
The church school has its claims. There are those who 
belong in it as teachers, who do not belong elsewhere. 
Its claims cannot be safely ignored; even if it does not 
furnish the same expanding force to its teachers as the 
mission-school, in the character of its work, it ought not, 
on that account, to be neglected. The children of rich 
parents have souls—souls worth saving. And the heathen 
who live in brown-stone fronts are entitled to receive the 
gospel, as well as those whose home is in a hut or a gar- 
ret. It is possible, we say, for mission-school work to 
weaken the work in church schools; but there is no rea- 
son why such a thing should happen. See to it that it 
does not in your field of labor. 


Although it is points of practice, rather than points of 
doctrine, which receive attention in this column, there is 
a practical aspect of many a phase of doctrine to which 
we are glad to give prominence. Such a view of impor- 
_ tant truth is opened up in the following question by a 
correspondent in Santa Barbara, California: 

You will oblige some of your far-off readers in southern Cali- 
fornia by giving in the columns of the Times an answer to 
the following question: “Is it seripturally intelligent to pray 
for the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Church ;” 
that is, are we justified in doing so by the teachings of 
Scripture? Some of us, in our simplicity, have regarded it as 
scriptural : that the prophecy of Isaiah 44: 3, and Joel 2: 28, 
29, began to be fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 4, ete.) ; 
was further fulfilled on a later occasion (Acts 4: 31); and in 
answer to special prayer has been many times again fulfilled in 
modern times. But we have been told latterly that the prophecy 
of Joel received its perfect, complete, and final fulfillment on 
the day of Pentecost; and that it is unscriptural and out of place 
to ask our heavenly Father now, on special occasions of prayer, 
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This question is asked 
with areal desire to know what the teachings of Scripture are 
on the subject. 

Long before the days of Joel and Isaiah the Holy Spirit 
moved on the hearts of men on special occasions, inspir- 
ing them to speak or to write according to the will of 
God. But the promise of Jesus was, that after his ascen- 
sion the Holy Spirit should come to earth and dwell with 
and be in the disciples of Jesus, and abide with them for- 
ever. They were to tarry at Jerusalem until the promised 
descent of the Holy Spirit endued them with power from 
on high. At the day of Pentecost that promise of Jesus 
and the former prophecies of Joel and Isaiah were in a 
peculiar sense fulfilled. From that day to this the Holy 
Spirit has been with the children of God as he was not 
before. The believer in Jesus is himself the temple of 
the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost does not make occa- 
sional visits to his temple. He dwells therein. He 
abides there forever. The Christian is commanded to 
“grieve not the Spirit,” to “quench not the Spirit,” 
to ‘walk in the Spirit,” to be “filled with the Spirit,” 
to “joy in the Holy Ghost,” to be “praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit;” but he 
is not commanded to wait for the Spirit’s descent, or 
outpouring. If, therefore, a Christian prays for an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, as if the Holy Spirit were not 
already in his heart, ready to teach him, to guide him, to 
give him all needed power, that Christian thereby dis- 
honors the Holy Spirit, and seems by his very prayer to 
say that the Lord is not in his holy temple, therefore he 
cannot be met or worshiped there. If, on the other 
hand, the descent or outpouring of the Holy Spirit is 
prayed for by or in behalf of those who are not disciples 
of Jesus, there is reason for believing that such prayers 
are acceptable to God. They certainly are scriptural ; 
for Jesus assures us that our heavenly Father is ready to 
“give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” There is 
quite too much of praying forthe Holy Ghost, as if he were 
afar off, while a waiting and longing church lacked only 
his presence and power to make it efficient in God’s 


service. There is an unconscious Pharisaism in such 
praying. It seems to say: “We are ready for Christian 
work. Oh that God were as ready as we are!” The 


sincere Christian heart revolts at such praying; and calls 
God to witness that that is not the believer’s prayer. Yet 
there is a praying for a greater work of the Holy Spirit in 
the community,—a work of bringing life to dead souls, of 
warming cold hearts, of reviving sluggish Christians into 
increased activity for Christ,—which is every way com- 
mendable. 
presence of the Holy Spirit with the believers in Jesus. 
It would be well if there were more of this praying, and 
leas of the other, in the church of Christ, 


Such praying need not ignore the continued | 





RECLAIMED. 
BY 8, B, LEVERICH. 


One day, my conscience smiting me, 
I said, “O Lord, I'll follow thee.” 


But hearts are changeful, and God knows 

How oft our love the feebler grows 
Through years with blessings. filled ; 

And so one day, it must be told, 

I found my heart grown strangely cold, 
With gratitude unthrilled. 


One midnight, while the household slept, 
A shadow o’er the threshold crept, 
And settled in the gloom 
Above the couch where dainty form 
Of baby May, our latest born, 
Lay sleeping in the room. 
And on my heart a terror lay,— 
Was it a dream, or would the day 
Make true what I would doubt ?— 
The morn that brought the sunshine in 
Cheered not the room where death had been 
And taken sunshine out. 
With aching heart and weary tread 
I turn from ways which late have led 
My feet in paths of pain ; 
Nor count such grief too hard to bear, 
If born of it shall be this prayer 
That makes me Christ’s again. 
To-night [ ery, “ Christ helping me, 
Dear Lord, for aye I’1l follow thee.” 


THE POWER OF FAITH. 
BY WILLIAM NORRIS BURR. 


It was the Week of Prayer. I dropped in upon Neigh- 
bor Thompson one evening for a half-hour’s chat before 
going to meeting. Thompson had been suffering with a 
severe cold for several days, and I knew would not be 
able to go out to the meeting this evening. I knew, also, 
that this compulsory staying at home would be no light 
disappointment to him. 

I found him lying down, his Bible in his hand, and 
various papers scattered about him; but he appeared not 
to have been reading when I disturbed him, for he 
seemed absorbed with some thought which he was en- 
deavoring to work out in his own mind. 

“Pardon my intrusion,’ I remarked, as I took his 
proffered hand; “you seem to have found something 
worthy of pretty close thought.” 

“Indeed I have,” he replied. “See here;” and so 
saying he handed me a paper, pointing at the same 
time to a few lines of an editorial which he had marked 
heavily. 

I read: “God’s promise is explicit and often repeated 
that the faith-filled prayer of the disciples of Jesus shall 
be answered. If that promise is not to be depended upon, 
God cannot be trusted. If God can be believed, that 
promise is sure. To the child of God his Father and his 
Father’s promises are inseparable. They must be ac- 
cepted or rejected together. When God says we may 
have a thing if we pray for it in faith, God’s promise of 
giving that thing is conditioned on our faith-filled prayers 
for it. We know then just how that thing may be 
obtained.” 

As I raised my eyes he said quickly, giving me no 
chance for remark, which no doubt would have been 
trite and commonplace had it passed my lips, for I had 
seen nothing strikingly new in the lines I read: “I came 
in here a while ago feeling not a little disappointed that 
I must stay at home to-night, for I have felt of late a 
special desire for the good one always gets at the prayer- 
meeting, at least such prayer-meetings as we have had 
lately ; but just what I most needed came to me as I lay 
here alone with God in this little room. I carelessly 
picked up that paper, and throwing myself on the couch 
began to read that article on ‘Prayer as a Force.’ As I 
read those lines I have marked, the great truth burst 
upon my mind, and I realized, as I never have before, the 
wonderful power of faith.” 

“Why, of course, we all know that we must pray in 
faith if we expect our prayers to be answered,” I said, 
vaguely, as he paused. 

“But,” he continued, “it seems to me now overwhelm- 
ing, the power the very humblest Christian may have to 
move the heart of the Almighty to shower blessings upon 
this earth. It seemed to me for a moment this evening 
that, lying here alone in my room, I might, if I could 
really cry to God with this strong faith, cause conviction 
to come to the heart of every impenitent man in this city 
to-night. Of course, it was a moment of intense, extreme 
feeling, and we cannot expect to go through life with 
feeling and desire strained to that point continually; but 





I thank God for this sudden revelation to me of the 
possible. Possible! nothing is impossible, so long as the 
faith-filled prayer of a man can reach the ear and touch 
the heart of God.” 

“This is the trouble,” he continued, aftera pause. “ We 
hear a great deal said about faith; we talk about and 
pray for it in the prayer-meeting, we read about it in our 
Bibles and religious books and papers, and go on through 
life busied with this and that, and never try to compre- 
hend the power there is in this instrument which God 
gives us liberty to use if we will. We are like soldiers 
in a battle who fail to recognize the power of their best 
weapon, and so fail to use it. And the enemy is not 
conquered, The world is not converted. O God, increase 
our faith, and help us to realize more and more its 
power.” 

As I walked from his home to the church that night 
I seemed to have caught something of the intensity of 
his thought; and my very soul cried out: “ Increase our 
faith, O God, that the power which rests in thy children 
make shake the walls of Satan in this community, and 
prove to the world that with them is an arm of flesh, but 
with us is the Lord our God!” 


A SUGGESTION FOR MISSIONARY 
CONCERTS. 


BY EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


I have a suggestion for the individual reported as in 
search of something for a missionary concert “not too 
religious,” by which I have no doubt he meant not dull 
and preachy. 

It is a missionary newspaper, and to prepare it success- 
fully you must follow the excellent advice in regard to 
reviews lately given in these columns; begin its prep- 
aration three months beforehand. Say to children and 
to teachers that all the papers, religious and secular, 
contain items of missionary news if they will only keep 
their eyes open for them, and ask them to aid you in 
preparing a missionary newspaper for the next concert. 
Place in a conspicuous location—near the door, if possible 
—in your school-room, a box marked “ Missionary News,” 
and call frequent attentiom to it, asking teachers and 
scholars to drop into it any items, or articles, or poems 
they may find which touch in any way upon this subject. 
Appoint a competent editor, or else edit it yourself, 
choosing the most effective things, and adding what you 
can from your own stores, weaving the items together as 
in this sample page : 

“ Wrapping paper is not usually considered very valu- 
able, and finds its way into the waste-basket, or the fire, 
or the ragman’s stores. But I have just read of a wrapper 
that is well worth preserving. It is laid away among the 
treasures of the State Department at Washington. It is 
not of paper, but curiously woven of cocoa-nut fibre, and 
is said to be three hundred years old. It came from the 
island of Samoa in the Pacific Ocean, and was wrapped 
around the copy of the treaty made with our government. 
It is neither very large nor very heavy, and yet it is 
valued at five thousand dollars. Only think of it; three 
hundred years ago; almost a hundred years before the 
Pilgrim Fathers came to this country, some heathen 
women in these wonderful islands of the ocean, with no 
tools or machinery but their own hands and a simple 
little frame of wood, prepared the fibre and wove this 
mat for the chief of the tribe to wear, or to lay away 
among his treasures. You would not have liked to visit 
them ; and if your ship had been so unfortunate as to be 
cast away on their shores they would have killed and 
eaten the passengers and crew, or offered them in sacri- 
fice to their bloody gods. Only thirty-six years ago there 
were thirty-four thousand of these people, all barbarians; 
but the missionaries went to them with the good news of 
Christ’s gospel, and worked patiently to enlighten their 
dark hearts, and to-day the population numbers eighty 
thousand, nearly all of them Christians. They have 
schools, and printing-presses, and books and papers in 
their own language; they have a theological seminary 
with sixty students, and every year they send out twenty 
missionaries to the neighboring islands. Is not that an 
encouraging result of a work begun by two missionaries 
only thirty-six years ago?” 

This page is worked up from a six-line newspaper 
extract, the statements being verified by the cyclopedia. 
I would have special correspondents in India and China 
and Japan, and make the letters spicy with accounts of 
feasts, weddings, children’s sports, schools, and journeys 
through those countries. Poems and anecdotes can be 
interspersed, and the paper be read as two issues, with 
singing or recitations between. While the preparation 
needs careful and intelligent oversight, the reading may 
well be committed to any good reader in the older 
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it may be made successful both as instruction and enter- 
tainment. 


THE IRREPRESSIBLES. 
BY FRANK H. CONVERSE. 

I know a Sunday-school class made up of six uneasy 
little lads, over whom precisely that number of teachers 
have presided in as many months, each of whom hon- 
estly wished in the beginning to prove their love for the 
Great Shepherd by feeding his lambs, but finding it 
work rather than play, excused themselves from further 
effort. Zealous on the first Sunday, they became impera- 
tive on the second, and discouraged on the third. On 
the fourth the superintendent knew what was coming. 
The almost unvarying formula in the confidential state- 
ment to him made by the self-deposed, was, “ Nature 
never designed me for a teacher. I need rather to be 
taught.” Then the retiring malcontents became merged 
in the Bible class (already filled to overflowing), and 
evolved from the lessons sharp doctrinal points with 
which they goaded the harassed pastor. Now this class 
was not composed of naughty little boys, neither were 
they dirty and ragged, or dull and uninteresting. 

The inexperienced teacher, to whom this sort of thing 
is entirely new, regards it all as an outgrowth of natural 
juvenile depravity such as in later life develops into 
marked sinfulness, when, in truth, it is simply the res- 
tive, ever-active nature of boyhood asserting itself with- 
out thought of malice or harmfulness, But the teacher 
(especially if a young lady, as in case of my irrepressible 
boys) knows nothing of all this. And after a few repe- 
titions of such scenes, she arrives at the foregone conclu- 
sion that such teaching is purely without result—and 
resigns. 

Now I take it, the actual shepherd, such as still, I be- 
lieve, is in existence in some parts of the world, illustrates 
my own views of this subject. When he brings in his 
flock at night, he does not expect certain young and 
frisky lambs to follow meekly in the tracks of their staid 
and maturer relatives. He knows that until they grow 
older they will “bolt,” and kick up their heels—will play 
pranks upon each other, and altogether conduct them- 
selves in a very disorderly manner. Yet all the while 
they are being directed toward the fold, playfully uncon- 
scious though they seem of the careful guidance. And 
as to their food—a bit here and there between much 
light-hearted gamboling and plunging, would seem to 
the inexperienced onlooker as not tending much toward 
a strengthening growth. 

But the shepherd does not look for the development of 
his lambs in a week or in a month, He knows full well 
that the result of the nourishing food will be seen by 
and by, and that the natural playfulness of his charges 
is part of their being. 

So also with the husbandman who casts seed into new 
or fallow ground, The promise to him and his is that 
seed-time and harvest shall never fail. He has proven 
by experience, that, if he do his own part in the matter, 
God’s agents—the’ sun and rain and dew—will each 
perform their own appointed work, whereby he shall in 
due season reap, if he faint not. 

The teachings of Christ himself warrant us in applying 
the laws of growth and gradual development in the 
natural world to spiritual things. The instruction which 
the teacher seeks to impart to the very young may be 
but mechanically received into the mind, and immediate 
results therefrom seldom or never observable. A boy’s 
mind at a certain age can be likened to a play-room. 
And while he may thoughtlessly exclude therefrom 
much of the verbal part of a lesson, the germ thought 
itself—if I may so express it—of such teachings will 
almost invariably be retained; like a child, who, cast- 
ing aside the (to him) unnecessary outer husks or coating 
of the horse-chestnut, treasures the nut itself among his 
toys. But by and by the play-room becomes a work- 
shop, and toys are exchanged for tools. The soil and 
rubbish which have accumulated over the germ thought 
of past years are stirred, and in a new atmosphere the 
long-dormant seed begins to swell and grow. The mys- 
terious shell which surrounded it bursts, and now comes 
forth tree, flower, and fruit, which in turn shall develop 
seed for future sowing. 

An unwillingness implied, rather than expressed, to 
bide God’s time, and undue haste to witness the garnered 
results of faithful seed-sowing, bring disappointment and 
discouragement to the young worker in the vineyard, 
Such, in reaching out for the ungathered results of the 
future, sometimes are apt to loose their hold upon present 
opportunities. It was Cecil who beautifully said: “ Duties 
are ours, and events God’s, and it is a species of faithless- 
ness to forget this, The principal who lays his plans for 


the future, only requires of his agent that he faithfully 
carry out his expressed wishes without questioning the 
result. Many of us remember our own thoughtless and 
impatient reception of Christian teaching in childish 
days. It may be that we can recall no particular period 
during those years when such precepts had any marked 
result. Yet like the petty details of every-day existence 
which make up the sum of life in its entirety, these 
teachings had their part in the formation of our character. 

There is something both tender and touching in listen- 
ing to God’s tender promises when lisped by the lips of 
the little ones who compose the infant class. And in 
the school of which I have spoken, there has never been 
any difficulty in finding a permanent teacher therefor. 
It might seem as though the text, “Suffer little children,” 
was the special prerogative of these in particular. 

The older classes, with reasoning powers more fully 
developed, make the duties of a teacher far less irksome, 
in that they have at least an outward semblance of atten- 
tion and interest, and I hold that this very heed may in 
many cases be traced to the result of early impressions. 
But is the teacher simply to regard his or her own pleas- 
ure in the matter, or God’s? I read somewhere, that 
even Christ pleased not himself. Yet I remember he 
went about preaching and teaching just the same. 
Dear friend, it may be yours to see the finished result of 
your labors in this life, or it may be that only in the 
hereafter it will appear. But rest assured that no service 
of yours, if done with honest purpose of heart and a due 
degree of common sense, will be in vain. I do not add 
that this service should be rendered prayerfully—if your 
motive in teaching is a sincere one, it cannot be other- 
wise. Watchfulness as an accompaniment to prayer 
may be with benefit applied to both yourself and those 
for whom you pray. In concluding these brevities, the 
superintendent wishes me to add that he should have had 
them embodied in a paper to have been read before the 
school, if it were not for two reasons: one was the fear 
of offending some of the more sensitive of his hearers ; 
the other, that the same difficulty here mentioned may 
have arisen in other schools; and being a personal 
friend of mine he has suggested that I send it to the 


great authority on Sunday-school matters, and I have 
done so. 


CONVERSION, OR CHRIST. 
[From The Sunday School Times, April 28, 1877. | 
In a recent Sunday-school convention a prominent topic 
announced on the programme was, “ Conversion the end 
of work.” This statement of the case suggested more than 


was probably intended. It indicated a very common and 
a most erroneous way of putting conversion in the place 
of Christ and his salvation. 

In the first place the error has been made of confound- 
ing conversion with regeneration. The primary meaning 
of conversion is the new turning of one’s mind to a truth 
which that person has before rejected or ignored. Regen- 
eration is a new spiritual birth. Conversion may be of 
man. One man may convert another by influencing his 
reason and convictions. Regeneration is peculiarly of 
God. Only the Holy Spirit can breathe new life into a 
dead soul. A man may be often converted from one 
truth to another—or, rather, from one error after another 
to the truth which the error opposes. He may be con- 
verted to one truth, and not to another. Regeneration is 
once for all, It is a complete transformation. A devout 
Christian may be converted to a new view of truth. 
Many a Christian is thus converted year after year to suc- 
cessive doctrines, the truth of which he before failed to 
realize. But only the impenitent sinner is a subject for 
regeneration. 

It is true that the term “ conversion” has come to be 
used as synonymous with regeneration, and that when we 


But in losing sight of the original distinction between the 
two words we have been misled into often using the one 
for a work which can be described only by the other. 
When we have really had in mind a radical change of 
the nature by the power of the Holy Ghost, we have yet 
spoken of “ conversion ” as the work of the preacher, or 
of the teacher, or of the individual convert himself. We 
have even asked him to fix the very day or hour when he 
was converted, or consciously born anew. 

In consequence of this confusion of terms, many a pas- 
tor or teacher is more anxious to learn if a scholar has been 





converted, than to learn if that scholar believes on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. And if on an examina- 
tion a scholar gives satisfactory evidence that ata certain 
time he was converted, ‘hat, in the opinion of many an 
examiner, settles the case for him. It is an “end of 
work” in his behalf. It matters little what he thinks of 
Christ. His conversion is sound, He is saved—saved by 





| be given in a Christian life. 
speak of conversion we commonly mean regeneration. | 





conversion rather than by Christ. So conversion comes 
to stand in such a case, not only for regeneration but for 
salvation—even for Christ himself. Christ is lost sight 
of, overshadowed, through the undue prominence given. 
to the fact of conversion. 

This is not an overstatement of the error in question. 
On every side are evidences of the mistake and its conse- 
quences, Children in the Sunday-school and candidates 
for admission to the church, are inquired of, not so much 
on the point whether they now love and trust the Lord 
Jesus, as on the point when they were converted—or born 
anew; not so much concerning the evidence which their 
present course furnishes of their fidelity to their divine 
Master, as concerning the evidence they can supply that 
their conversion was a sound and a thorough one. In 
this way young disciples are taught to look within at 
themselves rather than outward and upward at their 
Saviour. And gradually in many cases the pre-eminent 
question with them comes to be—not “Is my Saviour 
tobe trusted?” but, “ Was my conversion unmistakable?” 
If they have conscious peace, it rests on the fact of their 
conversion, rather than on their Saviour’s promises. If, 
on the other hand, they are in doubt, it is because they 
fear there was some flaw in their conversion, not because 
they are unwilling to accept of freely proffered salvation . 
in Christ. 

Because of this wrong way of looking at and of talking 
about the fact of conversion, there is a multitude of Chris- 
tian children in our homes and Sunday-schools who are 
kept back from an open confession of their faith in Jesus 
by their uncertainty concerning the time or manner of 
their regeneration. And very many of those in our 
Christian congregations who have grown up under the 
influence of this error are in consequence of it living 
without the advantages of full church-membership when 
they ought to be in possession of them. They have a 
trembling faith in Jesus, and they strive humbly to keep 
his commandments ; but they have no faith in their own 
conversion. Conversion seems to be counted the great 
thing, while they have nothing better than faith in Christ 
to cling to, so they are living without a well-defined hope 
of salvation. They indeed, “shall be saved, yet so as by 
fire.”’ 

And the effect of this error is quite as manifest on the 
lives of those who are in the church as on Christians who 
are by it kept out of the church. If they are confident 
that they were converted, their faith is strong. If they 
doubt, they look back to refresh themselves with the 
evidences of their conversion. The promises, the invita- 
tions, the commands, of Christ are all subordinate to the 
fact of their conversion. 7’Aat is what they worry over, 
or on which they rest. Sunday-school teachers also are 
satisfied if they can count their scholars converted. “Con- 
version the end of work ” is the motto of more than one 
church-member for himself, of more than one teacher for 
his scholars. 

But is not regeneration the great thing? Can a man 
have true faith in Christ who is not regenerate? Can he 
indeed be saved without conversion? Jesus said, “ Ex- 
cept a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God;” and again, “ Ye must be born again.” That 
without regeneration no person, old or young, is saved, 
is clearly the doctrine of the New Testament. But the 
trouble is, that this statement of the philosophy of salva- 
tion is too commonly taken out of its place in a scheme 
of doctrine, and misapplied by being quoted as if it were 
a practical call to a special duty. A man cannot regen- 
erate himself. No man can regenerate another man. 
Every person who sincerely trusts the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour is regenerate. The fact of this trust in 
Jesus is proof of the fact of the person’s regeneration. 
The proof that any person’s faith in Jesus is sincere will 
It isa man’s duty to love 
and trust and obey the Lord Jesus. To that duty it is 
proper to call him. Concerning his performance of that 
duty it is proper to question him. It is not his duty to 
regenerate himself. Regeneration is not the work of man. 
It is God’s work. God is to be trusted to doit. It is not 
right to call a man to do God’s work, or to worry over its 
non-doing. 

The doctrine of a new birth was never given promi- 
nence in any apostolic appeal to the unconverted. Our 
Lord did not preach it to the common people. His men- 
tion of it was made in a talk by night with a theological 
professor on the philosophy of salvation. It has been 
sadly perverted by being thrust in the face of young 
children or of older unrepentant sinners as if it were 
something which limited their duty or privileges. It has 
been made a barrier and a stumbling-block to those who 
would enter the kingdom of Christ. Conversion has been 
given a place in the plan of salvation which only Christ 
should occupy. And the eyes of loving little ones or of 
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longing penitents have been directed away from the liv- 
ing Saviour to a single fact in God’s process of redemption. 
Conversion has been substituted for Christ in the preach- 
ing and teaching of too many Christian evangelists. 

If you wanted a man to dig in your garden, or to write 
in your office, would you begin by telling him that unless 
he were born into this world he could never be of use to 
it? Ifa man asked to enter your service, would you tell 
him that he must first prove specifically the fact of his 
birth? This would be quite as reasonable as a com- 
mon mode of dealing with those who ought to be in the 
loving service of Christ. This was not, however, the 
apostles’ way. When the inquiring eunuch asked, “ What 
doth hinder me to be baptized?” Philip did not 
answer, “If you can give me evidence that you have 
been converted, you may be baptized;” but Philip did 
say, “If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.”’ 
When the trembling jailer of Philippi fell down before 
Paul and Silas, saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” the apostles did not say to the anxious sinner, 
“Be converted, and you may be saved;” but they did 
say, ‘‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 


be saved, and thy house.” Pastor, teacher, parent, go 
thou and do likewise. 


HELPING CHILDREN TO CHRISTIAN 
DECISION. 


[From The Sunday School Times, May 5, 1877.] 


How to help children to the step of Christian decision 
is an important question with all who have a part in the 
training of the young. 

The question is not, How to regenerate a child; for 
only God can do that. Neither is it, How to convert a 
child; for if we use the term “conversion” as synony- 
mous with regeneration, we are speaking of that which 
is exclusively God’s work; if, again, we speak of conver- 
sion as the turning of the mind to the truth, we know 
that that process is very simple;—we are to show the 
child what is right, and influence him to see it as we do. 
But the helping of a child to the step of Christian decis- 
ion, by which he accepts Jesus as his Saviour, submits 
himself to Jesus as his Lord and Master, believes, and 
trusts on Jesus as his Redeemer, and is ready to make 
open confession of his faith in Christ, is a thing by itself. 
The necessity for it exists in every case where the child 
has not already clearly taken this important step, and 
shown by his conduct that he has done so intelligently 
and with heartiness. 

It is not fair for a teacher in the Sunday-school to look 
upon every scholar in his class who is not a member in 
full communion with the church as unregenerate. There 
are children who through the faith and faithfulness of 
their parents are so early the Lord’s, that they intelli- 
gently trust Jesus as their Saviour before they are in the 
Sunday-school. They pray to him believingly. They 
rest on his promises. They prove their faith by their 
works; their love by their obedience. It is a wrong to 
them to say that they are yet unforgiven; that the 
Saviour whom they trust has not accepted them. The 
teacher who tells a child of this sort that he yet needs to 
be born anew, offends one of the little ones which believe 
in Jesus, and brings himself under condemnation. 

It is important therefore, to begin with, that a teacher 


his prayer to be answered, and his work to be effective, 
| in behalf of such a scholar. Then he ought to bring that 
| scholar up to the question of personal duty. If itisa 
| question of repentance of sin, of abandonment of a par- 
| ticular course of evil, of going to God in prayer for for- 
| giveness, of coming out to make a public confession of 
| faith in Jesus,—whatever it is in the particular case, the 
teacher ought to make it plain to the scholar, and look to 
| see the duty performed. 

To bring a scholar toa prompt decision for the right, 
the teacher needs to see the scholar by himself. He can- 
not commonly talk with him freely in the class before 
others. On this account there is often a gain in a brief 
prayer or inquiry meeting at the close of the Sunday- 
school hour, when the teachers can talk individually and 
familiarly with those scholars who need to be helped to 
a Christian decision. Meetings of this sort are a regular 
thing in connection with many Sunday-schools, and they 
have been found productive of great good. Some teach- 
ers visit the homes of their scholars during the week for 
the express purpose of being alone with them in conver- 
sation and prayer about a decision for Christ. Other 
teachers invite their scholars to their homes for a similar 
purpose. The teacher’s judgment as to the better plan 
in particular cases is ordinarily a safer guide than any 
arbitrary rule would prove. 

It is certainly not a good plan to stir the emotions of 
impenitent scholars by any earnest appeals, in the class 
or from the desk, without giving the scholars thus aroused 
an opportunity to decide at once for the right. If schol- 
ars are moved to strong feeling concerning their spiritual 
condition and needs, without being called on to take a 
stand at once at the post of duty, they are injured, rather 
than helped, through the involved strain upon their 
feelings. It is most unwise to be always calling on the 
members of a class or a school to repent and to accept of 
proffered salvation, without giving to them at the time of 
the appeal any opportunity of showing that they are 
penitent, and that they are ready to give themselves to 
the loving Saviour’s service. 

In fact, a teacher ought to understand whether or not 
his scholars are Christians. For those who are not 
Christians he ought to look confidently for God’s grace 
by which they are induced to decide for the right. He 
ought to understand what the step of Christian decision 
involves in their case, and then to ask and expect and 
help them to take that step. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


SEVEN MILES ON FOOT TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 
BY MRS. ANNIE A. PRESTON. 


“Surely you do not think of going to Sunday-school 
to-day in such a fog as this, which, at any moment, is 
likely to break into a rain, Mollie,” said her worried- 
looking mother, sitting in a splint-bottomed chair, and 
at intervals vigorously rocking a crying baby. The 
mother and daughter were occupants at the time of one 
of the two comfortless rooms of a “‘slap-up” shanty, in one 
of the mushroom-like villages that have clustered about 
the prolific oil-wells of Central Pennsylvania. 











“Yes, I thought I would go to-day, mother. There is 


knows enough about the state of his scholars to under- | nothing for me to do at home, I have everything ready 


stand whether or not they may be fairly counted as dis- 
ciples of Jesus; whether, indeed, they are to be addressed 


as impenitent and unforgiven sinners or as young Chris- | 


tians. To ascertain the truth on this point requires 


delicacy and discernment on the teacher’s part. He 
must question the child carefully. He must learn about 
his home surroundings and teaching. He must study to 
know the child through and through. And he must ask 
and expect the wisdom which God is ready to bestow 
upon his representatives, to enable them to decide such a 
question wisely. 

If he is convinced that a child is not yet a believing 
disciple of Jesus, the question recurs to the teacher,— 
How can I best help this child to the step of Christian 
decision? or, How can I help him to believe in Jesus as 
his Saviour, and to give evidence that his faith is living 
and potent? Such a question cannot be answered in a 
word, nor alike for every case. The best that can be 
said in reply to it, is in the line of a few practical sug- 
gestions. 

That God is ready to send his Holy Spirit to those who 
desire, either for themselves or for others, the transform- 
ing influence of the Holy Ghost, there ought not to be a 
doubt. Each Sunday-school teacher ought to believe 
that God is ready to regenerate any child for whom he 
has a special responsibility, and for whom he comes to 
God in faith-filled prayer. The teacher ought to expect 


for dinner, and I will stay over night at Uncle Henry’s, 
start back for home bright and early in the morning on 
one of Gustavus Frink’s coal-teams, and be here in 
season to get breakfast for the boarders; and, mother, I 
don’t like to miss one lesson in the whole year’s series,” 
replied the plump, rosy maiden of eighteen, who was 
braiding her brown hair before a small looking-glass. 

“Very well, Mollie,” said her mother; “take my old 
waterproof, so that if it shou/d rain you would not get very 
wet. I well remember when I used to go to Sunday- 
school in Connecticut, but it seems ages ago. I didn’t 
half improve my opportunities, and now just to think 
that my daughter has no opportunities near home to 
improve,” she sighed. 

Half an hour later a dozen young men were grouped 
about a stationary steam-engine under a rude shed, 
talking, laughing, and smoking, and tossing up pennies 
to see who should be partners in impending games of 
“old sledge,” “best in three,” with which they had pro- 
posed to while away their Sunday forenoon. 

“There goes that Lawrence girl again,” said Duane 
Parsons. “She starts off down that valley road every 
‘Sunday morning, rain or shine, as early as half-past six. 
I wonder where she goes?” 

“Why, don’t you know by this time?” said Andrew 
Sparks. “She goes to Croninborg to church and to 














the Sunday-school,—and always goes on foot, too.” 











“That’s a likely story,” spoke up half a dozen voices 
in concert. “It’s seven miles over there, the shortest way 
you can make it.” 


“T know it is,” put in John Morse, “but Andrew is 


right. I board at Mrs. Lawrence’s, as well as Andrew, 


and I know she hasn’t missed a Sunday in the three 
months I’ve lived there; and she’s a right nice girl. 
She’s always tidy and quiet about her work, and she 
carries as pleasant a face as if it was a possible thing for 
anybody to be happy in this God-forsaken hole.” 

“Tt is a God-forsaken place, sure enough,” said Addi- 
son Dimock; “but I suppose, if we were all to try, we 
might make it a different sort of a tie-up.” 

“ How?” asked more than one of the young men, 

“Well, for instance, to-day, which you know is Sunday, 
we might have a meeting, and if we couldn’t talk or pray, 
we could sing some hymns we know, and take turns in 
reading the Bible, instead of playing old sledge, and 
smoking and swearing.” 

John Morse put back into his pocket the pennies he 
had been tossing, and asked, “ Would you lead the meet- 
ing, Addison?” 

“T don’t feel as if I could, I’m ashamed to say,” said 
Addison, coloring; “but I was brought up to go to 
meeting and to Sunday-school, and I don’t like these 
heathen Sundays out here at all.” 

“Nor I,” “nor I,” echoed several voices. 

“ We might follow the Lawrence girl to Sunday-school,” 
spoke up Austin Holt, modestly. 

“Sure enough. Come on, boys,” said Andrew Sparks. 

There was some argument over it, but the ayes had it, 
and after a great deal of borrowing and lending of neck- 
ties, and paper collars, and handkerchiefs, and clean white 
shirts, there was a very respectable-looking company of 
twelve young men, who walked steadily down the rough, 
clayey road. Yet, as Leander Walbridge had said in his 
droll way, it would take more of Lubin’s Extracts than 
that crowd could muster to eradicate the smell of petro- 
leum from their clothes. 

The look of pleased surprise on Mollie Lawrence’s face 
when the young men quietly entered the little church 
was enough to pay them for their long walk, even had 
they not enjoyed the simple yet eloquent sermon of the 
bright young minister and the singing, as well as the 
Sunday-school exercises to which they were invited after 
the morning services by the superintendent, who, at a 
hint from Miss Lawrence, had shown them into the 
minister’s class. 

“You might have a Sunday-school out at the oil-wells, 
I should think,” said the pastor to the young men after 
the close of the session. “There is Mary Lawrence—we 
should be sorry to lose her, but we will gladly give her 
up to you, could a school be organized out there. She 
would be a great help to you.” 

“ Indeed, sir, a Sunday-school, and Sunday meetings 
too, would be just what we would like,” replied the young 
men, whose hearts had been softened by the fitly spoken 
words of the sermon, the service of prayer and song, and 
the faithful teaching of the pastor in his class. “ But we 
shall need some others besides Mollie Lawrence,—noble 
girl that she is !—to give us a lift at starting.” 

“We will make up a load and drive out some evening 
this week and see what we can do about it,” said a young 
man, a member of the Croninborg Sunday-school. 

“We will walk out there,” said the superintendent ; 
“then we shall know personally how much of an effort 
Mary Lawrence has made all these months to attend our 
school, as well as that that you yourselves, young men, 
have made to-day in order to hear the gospel.” 

“We shouldn’t have come to-day if it hadn’t been for 
the example Mollie Lawrence has set us all summer,” 
said Addison, frankly. “We all got to be rather ashamed 
of ourselves as we talked it over this morning. After 
we got started, all the old home influences drew us on to 
your little church here like a magnet.” 

“T will walk out there with the rest,” said the minister; 
wiping his eyes. 

The pastor and superintendent were as good as their 
word, and drummed up a dozen or more members of their 
school to join them in the seven miles’ walk to the oil- 
wells. The new Sunday-school was a success. Mollie 
did effectual missionary work in bringing in recruits, and 
in less than a year a church was formed. 

“T used to be tired some Sunday mornings after my 
walk,” said Mollie, “but God always told me to go. 
When the weather was bad, I was always cared for, some 
one would invite me to dinner, and, very often, a way 
was provided for me to ride home.” 

I had this little story from the lips of the superinten- 
dent, who told me he should never forget Mary Lawrence, 
nor the Sunday when those twelve young men entered 
the little church at Croninborg. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR, 
| First Quarter, 1879.] 


6. February 9.—The Keeping of the Sabbath......... Nehemiah 13: 15-22 
7 February 16.—The Way of the Righteous........--.-..-..- Psalm 1:14 
8. Pebruary 23.—The King in Zion............. - ~-eseee.-Pealm 2: 1-12 
9 March 2.—The Prayer of the Penitent................---- Psalm 51: 1-13 
10. March 9.—The Joy of Forgiveness............ aneunwerent Psalm 32: 1-11 
tl. March 16.—Delight in God's House..............---...... Psalm S84: 1-12 
12, March 23.—The All-seeing God .........+--...000-05-+0- Psalm 139 ; 1-12 


13, March 30.—Review. 


LESSON 8, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1879. 
Title: THE KING IN ZION. 


GOLDEN TEXT: THEREFORE LET ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL 


KNOW ASSUREDLY, THAT GOD HATH MADE THAT SAME JESUS, WHOM 
YE HAVE CRUCIFIED, BOTH LORD AND CHRIST.— Acts 2: 36. 


Lesson Topic: Submitting to God’s Son. 
The Warfare, v. 1-3. 


As 
Outline : 2. The Victory, v. 4-9. 
3. The Service, vy. 10-12. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Feb. 17: Psa, 2: 1-12. Submitting to God’s Son. 

Tuesday, Feb. 18: Acts 4: 6-31. Resisting God’s Son. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19: John 5:19-29. The Son’s authority. 

Thursday, Feb, 20: Heb. 2: 5-15. The Captain of our sal- 
vation. 

Friday, Feb. 21: 2 Cor. 5: 14-21. Conquered by love. 

Saturday, Feb, 22: Psa. 110: 1-7. Willing submission. 

Sunday, Feb. 23: Phil. 2: 1-11. Universal submission. 

LESSON TEXT. 
{Psa 2: 1-12.] 

1. Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing? 

2. The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the LorD, and against his Anointed, 
saying, 

3. Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from us, 

4. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision. 

5, Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them 
in his sore displeasure. 

6. Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion. 

7. I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, 
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 

8. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session, 

9. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt 
dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. 

10. Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye 
judges of the earth. 

11. Serve the LoRD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

12. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all 
they that put their trust in him, 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 

Psa. 2:1. Why do the heathen rage? Thou hast 
delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast 
made me the head of the heathen, Psa, 18 : 43.——The heathen 
raged, his kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the 
earth melted. Psa. 46: 6.——Associate yourselves, O ye people, 
and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far 
countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. 
Isa, 8: 9. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 
among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and 
let us seize on his inheritance. Matt. 21 : 38.——He shall be deliy- 
ered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully 
eutreated, and spitted on ; and they shall scourge him, and put 
him to death. Luke 18: 32, 33.——Caiaphas . . . said unto 
them, Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expedient 
for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the 
whole nation perish not. John 11: 49, 50.—And the multi- 
tude rose up together against them ; and the magistrates rent 
off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. Acts 16; 22. 
These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over- 
come them, Rev, 17: 14. 











Vv. 2. The kings ... set themselves.—For lo, the 
kings were assembled, they passed by together. Psa. 48 : 4. — 
The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the 
day of his wrath. Psa. 110: 5. Then Herod . . . was exceed- 
ing wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old 
and under, Matt. 2: 16, Get thee out and depart hence ; 
for Herod will kill thee. Luke 13: 31.——About that time 
Herod the king stretched forth Ais hands to vex certain of the 
church. Acts 12: 1, 

The rulers take counsel.——Then assembled together 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, 
unto the palace of the high priest. Now the chief priest, and 
elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, 
to put him to death. Matt. 26 : 3, 59. And Herod .. . sent 
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made friends together ; for before they were at enmity between 
themselves. Luke 23: 11, 12.——And it came to pass on the | 
morrow, that the rulers, and elders, and scribes, and Annas the | 
high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as 

many as were of the kindred of the high-priest, were gathered | 


together at Jerusalem. Acts 4: 5, 6. | 


His Anointed.——Thou lovest righteousness and mahest | 
wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows. Psa, 45: 7. 


I have | 
found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him. 





} 


Psa. 89: 20.——The Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek. Isa. 61: 1.——We have found the Mes- | 
sias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ [margin, the 
Anointed}, John 1: 41. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost and with power. Acts 10: 38. Thou 
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity, therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness over 
thy fellows, Heb. 1: 9. 

Vv. 4. He that sitteth in the heavens. The Lord’s 
throne is in the heavens. Psa. 11: 4.——-To him that rideth 
upon the heavens of heavens. Psa. 68 : 33.——-Our God is in the 
heavens. Psa. 115: 3.——ZJt is he that sitteth upon the circle of 
the earth. Isa. 40 : 22.——I dwell in the high and holy place. 
Isa. 57 : 15.——Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, 
and the earth is my footstool. Isa. 66: 1. 

Shall laugh.—The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth 
that his day is coming. Psa. 37: 13. God hath despised 
them. Psa. 53: 5.——But thou, O Lord, shalt laugh at them ; 
thou shalt have all the heathen in derision. Psa. 59: 8—— 
I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your 
fear cometh. Prov. 1: 26. 

Vv. 6. Yet have I set my King. Thy throne, O God, is 
forever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 




















Psa. 45 : 6.——I will make him my firstborn, higher than the 
kings of the earth. His seed shall endure forever, and his 
throne as the sun before me. Psa. 89: 27, 36.——The Lord said 


unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. Psa. 110: 1.——And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlast- 
ing dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed. Dan. 7: 14. And Jesus came 
and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Matt. 28: 18.——And [He] hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things 
to the church. Eph. 1: 22. 

vV.7. The decree. He is of one mind, and who can 
turn him? Job 23: 13.——He hath made a decree which shall 
not pass. Psa. 148: 6.——My counsel shall stand, and I will 
do all my pleasure. Isa. 46: 10. 











Thou art my Son. And lo a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Matt. 3: 
17.——What have we to do with thee, Jesus thou Son of God ? 
Matt. 8 : 29. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Matt. 16 : 16.——This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him. Matt. 17: 5.——I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. Acts 8: 37. Declared to be the Son 
of God with power. Rom. 1: 4.——Unto which of the angels 
said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to 
meaSon? Heb, 1: 5.——Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered. Heb. 5: 8. 











Begotten thee. I will make him my firstborn. Psa. 
89 ; 27. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld his glory; the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him. John 1: 14, 18. God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
John 3 : 16.——When he bringeth in the first begotten into the 
world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. 
Heb. 1: 6. 

vV.8. The heathen for thine inheritance. All the 
ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord: and 
all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. Psa. 
22: 27.——He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of theearth. Psa. 72: 8.——That at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. Phil. 1: 10, 11. 

V. 9. Thou shalt break them, Thine hand shalt find 
out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that 
hate thee. Psa. 21; 8. I will beat down his foes before his 

















face, and plague them that hatehim. Psa. 89 : 23.——The Lord 
at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his 
wrath. Psa. 110: 5.——He shall break it as the breaking of 


the potters’ vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare. 
Isa, 30: 14. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve 
thee shall perish. Isa, 60 : 12.——The kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Dan. 2 : 44.—— 
Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: and on 
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. Matt. 
21: 44.—-He shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels 
of a potter shall they be broken to shivers. Rey. 2: 27.——She 
brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations witha 
rod of iron. Rey. 12: 5. 


v.10. Be wise.——Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest 








him again to Pilate. And the same day Pilate and Herod were 


my soul depart from thee. Jer. 6: 8.——Who is wise, and he 


| short of it. Heb. 4: 1. 


shall understand these thinys? prudent, and he shall know 


them? Hosea 14: 9. 


V. 11. Rejoice with trembling.—— Let us make a joyful 


| noise to the rock of our salvation. Psa. 95: 1——The Lord 


reigneth ; let the earth rejoice. Psa. 97 : 1.——The Lord reign- 
eth ; let the people tremble. Psa. 99 : 1.——My flesh trembleth 
for fear of thee ; and I am afraid of thy judgments. Psa. 119: 
120.—Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
Phil. 2 : 12.——Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left 
us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come 
—See that ye refuse not him that 
speaketh. Heb. 12: 25. 


LESSON FRAMEWORK, 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


This psalm has no superscription by which its authorship 
is designated. It has been attributed to various eminent 
men, and located in almost every period of the Hebrew com- 
monwealth. The preponderance of testimony points to 
David as its author, but the evidence can scarce be regarded 
as conclusive. It rests upon these grounds: (1.) This psalm 
is first in the collation which is almost certainly composed 
entirely of David’s productions (Psa. 2 to Psa. 41); Psalm 1 
being introductory to this group, not a part of it. (2.) It 
corresponds closely to Psalm 110, which is conceded to be by 
David. (3.) Its style is that of David. (4.) In 2 Samuel 7: 
14, words are spoken to David closely resembling words 
here used. (5.) The early church regarded this psalm as 
one ot David’s (Acts 4: 25). 

The style of the psalm is intensely dramatic. It represents 
the enthronement of a king in Zion, under the special sanc- 
tion of Jehovah. Kings and peoples are represented as in 
tumult and rebellion against this new sovereign, but he 
nevertheless assumes the sway under assurances of final and 
complete victory. As descriptive of the sovereignty of 
David, on which it may naturally be founded, even if 
written at a later date, the psalm has its corresponding his- 
tory in 2 Samuel 7-10, when David was at the height of his 
military conquests over the Philistines, the Moabites, and the 
Syrians. This historic basis belongs to the period B. C. 
1042-1035. The psalm may have been produced then or 
later. 

The main reference of the psalm, however, is messianic. 
Though strikingly appropriate to David in the early periods 
of his reign, it was yet more so to David’s greater son, the 
long-expected Messiah. The reference of this psalm to 
Christ is seen in Acts 4: 25; 13: 33; Heb. 1: 5; 5: 5. 
Allusion to it is evident in Matt. 26: 63; John 1: 49; 6: 69; 
Rom. 1: 4; Rev. 2: 27; 12:5; 19:15. The titles “Son of 
God,” and “ Messiah,” which is the Hebrew synonym for 
the Greek “ Christ,” and the English “Anointed,” both orig- 
inate in this psalm as titles of our Lord. The Jews for- 
merly regarded this psalm as messianic, but the early Chris- 
tians used it so forcibly for Jesus as the Christ, that the later 
Jews abandoned the idea of messianic reference, and now 
confine its import solely to either David and his times, or to 
some later king. 

Whatever fulfillment the descriptive or prophetic portions 
of this psalm had in David's day, or in any other Old Testa- 
ment period, was but a shadow of greater events to come 
under the sway of the Messiah. Some of these events have 
already transpired, but the final and triumphant fulfillment 
is yet in the future. The combination of Herod and Pilate 
against Christ is frequently cited as illustrating the enmity 
of the nations against God’s Son. The Son, however, tri- 
umphed gloriously inthis case (Acts 4: 25-27), The early 
days of the Christian church furnished many other remark- 
able examples. The general world-spirit is, however, that 
which most fully fills the conditions of the conspiring 
nations. 

This psalm is divided into four stanzas of three verses 
each. Each stanza contains a picture, which may respec- 
tively be described thus: (1.) A picture of the nations, 
verses 1-3. (2.) A picture of the Almighty, verses 4-6, 
(3.) A picture of the Son, verses 7-9. (4.) A picture of a 
wise counsellor advising the rebellious, verses 10-12. The 
grand musical rendering of this psalm in the oratorio of The 
Messiah may be regarded as a specimen of the use for which 
this and other psalms were intended, All the effects of anti- 
phonal execution and instrumental accompaniment were 
brought to bear in this department of the temple service. 


CRITICAL NOTES, 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


The nations speak : 

(1.) Why do the nations rage, 

And the peoples meditate a vain thing? 
(2.) Kings of the earth set themselves 

And rulers take counsel together 

Against Jehovah and against his Anointed : 
(3.) “ Let us break their bands asunder 
And cast away their cords from us.” 
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Jehovah speaks : 
(4.) He that sits in the heavens laughs; 
The Lord mocks them. 
(5.) Then he speaks to them in his anger, 
And affrights them in his wrath: 
(6.) “And I have ordained my king 
On Zion, my holy mountain.” 


The son-king speaks: 

(7.) “TI will tell of the decree. 

Jehovah said to me: 

‘Thou art my son; 

To-day I have begotten thee. 
8.) Ask of me and I will give 

Nations for thine inheritance, 

And for thy possession the ends of the earth. 
(9.) Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 

As a potter’s vessel thou shalt shatter them.’ ” 


The Psalmist speaks : 
(10.) And now, O kings, be wise; 
Be instructed, O judges of the earth. 
(11.) Serve Jehovah with fear, 
And rejoice with trembling. 
(12.) Kiss the son, lest he be angry, 
And ye perish in the way. 
For quickly is his anger kindled. 
Happy are all they that take refuge in him. 


FORM AND CONTENTS OF THE PSALM. 


The second psalm has striking artistic symmetry of form, 
corresponding to the dramatic vividness and poetical ele- 
vation of the thought. It consists of four strophes or 
stanzas of three biblical verses each, the verses being sym- 
metrically formed, but of unequal length. The strophes 
are distinguished by certain speakers introduced into them. 
The Psalmist is the main narrator, but puts much of his 
matter into the mouths of his personages. The subject- 
matter of the psalm is the revolt of certain tributary nations 
from the reigning king of Judah. The first strophe intro- 
duces these nations in their tumultuous but vain plotting; the 
second transports us to the heavens, where Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, laughs derisively at these impotent attempts; in 
the third, the king speaks, announcing Jehovah’s promise to 
him of universal dominion; and in the fourth, the poet 
himself, in his own person, exhorts the insurgent kings to 
submission, since hostility to the king was hostility to Jeho- 
vah who appointed him. The several strophes also are 
symmetrically arranged. In the first and second, the two 
first verses describe the circumstances, the third gives the 
address ; in the third, the first verse states the position of the 
king (son of Jehovah), the second the promise of dominion, 
the third the result to the hostile kings; in the fourth, the 
first verse appeals to the kings, the second exhorts them, 
the third states the result. The language throughout is 
poetical and descriptive; the style is animated, terse, 
vigorous, elevated. This is the most dramatic in form of 
all the psalms. 

FULFILLMENT OF ITS THOUGHT IN CHRIST. 


Christ is the realization of the hopes of the old covenant. 


‘The kingdom of God in ancient Israel was, in form, outward 


and national, and many of the predictions of prophets and 
the anticipations of the pious were, no doubt, understood by 
the people in an outward and national way. But at the bot- 


‘tom of all was true religious feeling—fear of God, trust in 


his love, desire after holiness, love of those who loved God 
and holiness. When Christ came, he taught the Jews that 
the true blessing of Israel lay in this spiritual sphere; that 
the spiritual hopes of the saints of old were permanent, and 
that in him were fulfilled in their true spirituality the ideas 
of prophets and psalmists. Our psalm furnishes an illus- 
tration of such fulfillment. The feeling was deeply fixed in 
the pious Israelitish consciousness that Israel was the chosen 
people, the cherished possession of Jehovah (Deut. 7: 6, 
“people of possession”), regarded by him with such love as 
could fitly be represented by the paternal-filial relation. 
Israel was the son of God (Hosea 11: 1), to be endowed by 
him with all blessing. And as the king of Israel or (after 
the separation of the two kingdoms) of Judah was the head 
and representative of the nation, he also was called the son 
of God, and dominion promised him. The whole thought is 
fully expressed in 2 Sam. 7 (1 Chron. 17), especially verses 
12-16, where Solomon is the king spoken of. Our psalm may 
be said to be identical in thought with that passage. And 
the spiritual fact at the bottom of it is God’s watchcare over 
his people, at whose head is his son: which fact is com- 
pletely embodied and realized in him who is the Son of God 
in a higher sense than was true of any king of Israel. 
Under his lead God’s truth will be victorious over all the 
nations. In accordance with this spiritual fulfillment, this 
psalm is several times quoted in the New Testament in con- 
nection with the history of Christ. The passages will be 
mentioned in the appropriate places. 


NOTES. 


Verses 1-3.—First strophe. Boast of the insurgent kings. 
Verse 1—The Psalmist’s astonished exclamation, With 





what purpose can the nations attempt so foolish and hopeless 
a thing as an uprising against the Anointed of Jehovah, the 
king of Judah, which is really an insurrection against 
Jehovah himself! Various opinions are held as to what 
king of Judah is here meant; some think of David, others of 
Solomon, others of Hezekiah. But, as the author of the 
psalm is unknown, so the data are not sufficient to enable us 
to fix with precision the king to whom the psalm refers. We 
can only say that the author is not the king (since he clearly 
speaks of him as a different person), and that the king was one 
against whom a number of subject nations rose in revolt 
(there are several mentioned in the history that this would | 
suit). The understanding of the psalm is, however, not 
affected by our ignorance of its date and author. In the 
parallel lines the words nations and peoples mean the same 
thing. Rage is “ hurry tumultuously, move violently.” The 
word meditate is the same as that used in Psa. 1 : 2; meditate 
a vain thing means “ reflect on an empty and foolish design.” 
What nations are referred to is not known. 


Verse 2.—The king’s counsel. The Psalmist introduces 
the hostile kings as assembled in council to concert measures 
to throw off their allegiance to the king of Judah; the Edom- 
ites, Moabites, and others, several times did this. The term 
rulers is parallel and identical in meaning with the kings of 
the earth. These set themselves, station themselves, take their 
position in the council as rebels against their suzerain. Their 
movement is first against Jehovah as God of Israel and 
heavenly lord of all nations, and then against his Anointed, 
the king of Judah; here Jehovah and the king are men- 
tioned in the order of dignity. Otherwise it may be expressed ; 
“The kings revolt against their sovereign the king of Judah, 
and therefore against Jehovah who has anointed and 
established him.” Two Jewish officials were anointed, the 
priest and the king, but it is to the latter that the designa- 
tion “Jehovah’s anointed” is generally given. The revolt 
against Israel is revolt against Israel’s king. There are 
many illustrations of the hostility of the world to God, but 
the most striking is its uprising against Jesus Christ, who was 
despised and put to death, as is brought out in Acts 4: 25-27, 
where these two verses are quoted as fulfilled in his history. 
(In verse 27, instead of “ child” read “servant.” The refer- 
ence of our psalm in verse 25 to David as author is merely 
a general one. It was the custom to quote the whole Book 
of Psalms as “ David,” without regard to the authorship of 
individual psalms). 

Verse 3.—The speech of the hostile kings. The result of 
the deliberations is dramatically set forth by the exclamation 
of the kings: “Let us throw off our allegiance!” The two 
lines of the parallelism are identical in meaning. The their 
refers to the Israelites. Thus the first strophe describes the 
occasion of the psalm, the revolt of the tributary kings. 

Verses 4-6.—Second strophe. Jehovah’s scorn. 

Verse 4.—W ith striking effect the Psalmist passes suddenly 
from this council of kings on earth to the council-chamber of 
Jehovah in heaven. Standing there by the side of the Most 
High these plottings of men against him seem infinitely 
trivial and ridiculous. Yea, knowing them to be yain, 





Jehovah himself laughs at them; itis an awful and terrible 
picture: Below are the thoughtless, impotent plotters ; above 
is the mighty God smiling in derision and wrath. In the | 
first line he is designated from his abode as he thut sits in the | 
heavens; in the second, from his authority, as the Lord, the | 
lord and master of Israel and all nations (this is not the 
proper name Jehovah). These titles bring out his dignity and 
power in sharp contrast with the earthliness and feebleness of | 
his enemies. The word rendered laugh is the ordinary one 
for that term (same as in Gen. 18:12); that rendered mock is 
a different one from that of Psa. 1:1, but has about the same 
meaning, “ deride, ridicule.” This statement is the expres- 
sion of the Psalmist’s conviction that such plotting could not 
but call forth the scorn of the mighty God of Israel. 


Verse 5.—Here the representation takes a step forward. 
Jehovah does not stop at scorn: he speaks to the insurgent 
kings, and his speaking is in anger, so that he affrights them. 
They may well be frightened when the mighty Lord, the 
covenant God of Israel, comes to them in wrath, and threat- 
ens them with his indignation. This does not mean that any 
prophetic or other message was sent to these rebellious nations 
and their kings; Jehovah’s word (given in the next verse) 
was uttered in the history of Israel and the predictions of the" 
prophets concerning Israel’s destiny. Here is Israel’s 
anointed king, and here are the prophetic hopes resting on 
him ; this is Jehovah’s answer to such as refuse to submit to 
his sway as embodied in the person of the king of Judah, who 
was the representative of the nation, and thus the representa- 
tive of Jehovah on earth. This stanza and the following are 
the dramatized form of the convictions and hopes of the pious 
of Israel, resting on prophetic declarations. 





In this paral- | 
lelism the second line makes an advance on the first by intro- | 
ducing the expression affrights, which indicates the character 
of the “speaking” 1n the first. | 
Verse 6.—Jehovah’s word. It is the declaration that if they, | 
the enemies, have their plan, he also has his; if they purpose | 
establishing kings, he has already his own king; and the | 
implication is that he will defend this king of his against 





their assaults ; this is brought out in the next strophe. And 


IT have ordained my king. The “and” indicates that this 
declaration is of the nature of an addition to some other one 
understood, but not here expressed, as: “ Ye have set your- 
selves against me, and ordained your kings, and I have 
ordained mine;” that is, I have made arrangements to which 
you must yield. Ordained is “set, fixed, established.” My 
King, the king of Judah.—On Zion, the seat of the royal 
residence (2 Sam. 5:9). Zion is called Jehovah’s holy 
mountain, because it was the representative of Jerusalem, the 
holy city. Thedeclaration of Jehovah in thesecond strophe 
is now further explained by the king’s declaration in the 
third. 

Verses 7-9.—Third strophe. The king’s declaration that 
Jehovah has given to him, as his son, dominion over all 
nations. It is introduced in curt, poetical style, without any 
word of quotation. 


Verse 7.—The king declares his sonship. He announces 
it as a decree of Jehovah (such as that in 2 Sam. 7), and steps 
forth in his own person to set it before the insurgent kings, 
that they may see the folly of resistance. J will tell of the 
decree; that is, I will give information concerning it, will 
declare it. Here again it is not intended to say that the 
king of Judah actually made such an address as this to the 
rebellious chieftains, but only that he might properly do so ; 
the Psalmist thus represents the actual fact in dramatic form. 
Jehovah said tome through the prophets.—Thow art my Son ; 
see 2 Sam. 7: 14; the Jewish king was especially the son of 
God as being the official head and representative of the peo- 
ple of God, Israel, which also is called the son of God 
(Hosea 11:1).— To-day have I begotten thee, “to-day thou hast 
become my son,” an expression intended to set forth the 
realness of the sonship; the to-day is the moment when 
Jehovah speaks, the day when he announces his close rela- 
tion with Israel and its king, but otherwise not to be pressed ; 
it is not chronological definiteness that the poet has in mind, 
but the realness and actualness of the fact. The king is 
Jehovah’s son, Jehovah has declared it, and declared that 
the relation began at a certain time, as all human relations 
must; when, whether in David’s time, or at the beginning 
of this king’s reign, it is not necessary to inquire.—All this 
is true in a real sense of the actual Jewish king, the con- 
temporary of the Psalmist; but in its higher sense it is true 
only of him who is the embodiment of all the spiritual rela- 
tions, prerogatives, hopes, of the old dispensation. And Paul 
(Acts 13:33) understands this word “thou art my Son” to 
apply particularly to the resurrection of Christ; for in that 
event was he especially declared to be the Son of God. See 
also Heb. 1:5, where this word is brought into connection 
with 2 Sam. 7: 14, which has been several times quoted above. 

Verse 8.—The son-king’s inheritance. It is here repre- 
sented as to be given in answer to a request: ask of me and I 
will give; but it is involved in the connection that the king 
has asked and received, or is about to receive; his pos- 
session, he says, is as sure as Jehovah’s promise. In the two 
following lines inheritance and possession are identical in 
meaning. So are nations (or the nations) and the ends of the 
The latter is a general expression meaning the remote 
parts of the known world. In Psalm 72: 8 it is put for the 
southern boundary of the Jewish kingdom, “ from the river 
(the Euphrates) to the ends of the earth.” Here the whole 
sentence expresses the large territory, including the sur- 
rounding nations in general, that was to be governed by the 
king of Judah. Similar broad expressions are found in 
13, 16. It was to be a universal reign of Jehovah 
in the person of the king. The true worship of God was to 
be established throughout the world (Isaiah 2: 3). But 
here again the real fulfillment was never attained by old 
Israel, but only in the spiritual kingdom of Christ. 


earth. 


2 Sam. 7: 


Verse 9.—The completeness of the king’s dominion. This 
is represented by the way in which he crushes the enemy : 
he is to break and shatter him. This expresses on the spir- 
itual side the completeness of the triumph of truth; for the 
progress of truth was bound up with the history of Israel, 
only Israel’s triumph was not such as many of the pious of 
that day supposed, but was spiritual in Christ. This verse 
is quoted in part in Rey. 12:5; 19: 15. This declaration by 
the son-king is also intended to dissuade the rulers from 
rebellion. 

Verses 10-12.—F ourth strophe. The Psalmist’s exhorta- 
tion to the insurgent kings. He adds his dissuading voice 
in an appeal based on all the preceding. 

Verse 10.—The Psalmist appeals to the kings to be wise. 


The two lines of the verse are identical in meaning. Judges 


| of the earth is equivalent to kings, and be instructed means the 
| same thing as be wise. 


It is a simple repetition for the sake 
Their wisdom would consist in submitting to 
the Anointed of Jehovah, as is explained in the following 
verses : 

Verse 11.—The exhortation to accept the true worship. 
In the Psalmist’s view, political submission to Judah involves 
also religious submission to the God of Judah; and here he 
exhorts the kings to the latter. He urges that they serve 
Jehovah, that is, acknowledge him to be God, offer to him 
sacrifices, and obey his laws; and this they must do with 


of emphasis. 
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fear, with wholesome, restraining reverence ; fear that, if they 
disobey, his judgments will overtake them. The word ren- 
dered “ fear” is the one so commonly used in the Old Testa- 
ment to express the pious man’s salutary awe before God. 
It is the fear that is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9: 10). 
The second line presents a sharp contrast in its two terms, 
rejoice with trembling; that is, rejoice in the privilege of 
serving Jehovah; rejoice in his holiness and truth, but 
with your joy let there be trembling, which is the same in 
substance (though a stronger expression) with the “fear” of 
the first line. 

Verse 12.—Further exhortation and conclusion, The 
Psalmist points out the evil consequences of refusing such 
obedience. The first phrase, rendered’in our English ver- 
sion, kiss the son, has been much discussed, and is difficult. 
It is rendered by some “receive warning,” and by others 
“yield sincerely.” As it here stands it means “give the 
kiss of homage to the son, the king (v.7); submit to him and 
serve him.” The difficulty is in the word translated “son.” 
It is not desirable to go into a grammatical discussion of the 
word here, and it is the less necessary because the general mean- 
ing of the verse is not affected by the differences of render- 
ing. The evil results of refusing to submit are stated briefly, 
but sharply,—lest he be angry, and, as a consequence of this, ye 
perish in the way; perish while you are pursuing your way,— 
vanish from life. As a further warning, it is added: for 
quickly is his anger kindled ; that is, he will not permit willful 
disobedience. If the translation “son” be adopted above, 
all this refers to the king of Judah; if not, it refers to 
Jehovah, as in the preceding verse. In that case Jehovah’s 
quickly kindled anger is here directed against inveterate 
foes. His long-suffering, elsewhere spoken of (Psalm 145: 8), 
is extended to all who will accept it. The Psalmist con- 


cludes with a reflection, especially bearing on the insurgent 
kings, but appropriate to the case of all men. 
they that take refuge in him ; that is, in Jehovah. 


Happy are all 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Why do... the people imagine a vain thing? (vy. 1.) Sure 
enough! Why do people imagine that they can make anything 
out of disobeying God? Why dothey suppose that they can 
gain in the long run by cheating, or stealing, or lying? Why 
do they think that they shall fare any better than those who 
have gone before them, if they begin a course of evil-doing? 
A great many people do have these foolish imaginings. 
They think it is safe for them to buy lottery tickets, or to 
stake their money in gambling. They are unwilling to 
believe that there is no hope of their getting safely out of 
trouble if once they start in the use of money which is not 
their own. They cannot think that moderate drinking is 
imminent danger to them. They fancy that in one way or 
another they shall be taken care of, if they won’t take care of 
themselves; that if they refuse salvation on its only terms 
so long as they have a choice in the matter, salvation will 
somehow be forced on them when they can refuse no longer. 
“ Why do the people imagine a vain thing?” 

Set themselves, and... take counsel together against the 
Lord (y. 2). God is on the side of right—actively on that 
side. God is against the wrong—aggressively so. Whoever 
decides to do wrong must reckon on God’s opposition to his 
wrong-doing. In all planning and attempting of evil a man 
practically defies God. His only hope of success is through 
God’s overthrow. This is the plain truth of the sinner’s 
course. Do you expect to carry out your purposes of evil 
to ultimate victory? If you do, you must triumph over 
God to begin with. Do you think you can do that? 

He that sitteth in the heavens chall laugh (v.4). Whata 
laughing-stock these opposers of God make of themselves ! 
And what a serious thing they count their work at which 
God laughs! They write a little book which overthrows 
Genesis. They publish a little paper which shows the wicked- 
ness of Christianity. They deliver an address from the chair 
of a scientific association, which proves the baselessness of 
revealed religion. They get up a public meeting to declare 
against Sunday laws and the suppression of vice. In acoun- 
try lyceum, or in a village store, they tell of the explo- 
sion of the myths of religion. They really believe that 
through their brave efforts God and the devil are dead, and 
Christianity is nowhere. He that sitteth in the heavens 
laughs at their performance. And, after all, what more 
fitting reception of their work than a laugh at its folly? 

Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill (vy. 6). All the 
oppositions of evil men, and of foolish ones, have not hindered 
the kingship of Christ. While the Bible is being scoffed 
at as unworthy of credence, its truths are being accepted 
far more widely than before. While prayer is being shown 
incompatible with the laws of nature, God is answering 
prayers by the million. While Christianity is being reck- 
oned an antiquated religion, Christianity is making new 
triumphs to the very ends of the earth, and holding a larger 
share than ever of the peoples, who had already embraced it. 
Every blow struck at the religion of Jesus is overruled of 
God to help forward that religion. Every sneer at its power 





is used by him to give new confidence to its disciples. God 
has set his King upon his holy hill; and all the kingdoms 
of the earth shall fall before him. 

Be wise now therefore: . . . be instructed (vy. 10). God does 
not merely laugh at the folly of those who oppose him. He 
counsels them to be wise. He urges them to receive instruc- 
tion. Theyshall have wisdom if they want it. They need not 
go on untaught. Wherever there is one who wants to know 
his duty, God stands ready to give him intelligent guidance. 
No man goes astray, or keeps astray, because he cannot learn 
the right way. Yet if men only were wise, only would be 
instructed; if they only understood fully what are the 
purposes and what is the spirit of Jesus,—how could they 
fail of submitting themselves reverently and trustfully to his 
control? “ Be wise now therefore; . . . be instructed.” 

Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling (v. 11). 
So long as there is a possibility of failure there will be a fear 
of failure. So long as final victory is postponed, there will 
be a trembling even amid the signs of victory. Some things 
seem too good to be true. It is hard for us to realize that 
we are really accepted just as we are. May we not, after all, 
be over-confident ? Can we rest down on the conviction that 
to us there is no longer danger of rejection or punishment ? 
If indeed we still fear and tremble, let it be in the Lord’s 
service, and with a joyous heart,—a heart that trusts and 
gives thanks in spite of anxieties and doubts. 

Blessed are all they that put their trust in him (v.12). Itisa 
good thing to trust heartily and always in the Lord Jesus. 
It is a source of courage, a source of comfort, a source of hope. 
There is no blessing to be compared to this trust. It includes 
all other blessings ; and it is a guard against all possible 
dangers and drawbacks in life—and in death. It is more 
than health, and wealth, and reputation, and loved ones. It 
gives value to these when they are ours; and it more than 
atones for the lack of themall. If you intelligently put your 
trust in the Lord Jesus, you have, or you can have, all that 
you need for the life that is, or for the life that is to come. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Upon the first examination of this wonderful psalm it 
would seem impossible to reduce it to the simplicity required 
for a primary class, or.to choose from it one practical lesson 
without marring its beauty as a whole. The first requisite 
for all successful work is for the teacher to comprehend as 
thoroughly as possible what is in the Scripture selection, and 
then decide how it can be given, all or in part, to the class. 
We are not left in doubt as to the authorship of this psalm, 
for we can remind the children of the time when Peter and 
John were put in prison in Jerusalem, and that “ when they 
were let go” they went back tothe other apostles, and in their 
prayer to God they said: “It is just as King David said in 
the psalm about the rulers taking counsel together.” Chil- 
dren love the dramatic, and information given in conver- 
sational form will be more attractive and more easily remem- 
bered than ever so pleasing a narrative. 

Review the first psalm by a few questions, then tell that 
this, the second, is in several ways double the first. How 
many verses had that? This has twice as many. Of how 
many kind of people did that have pictures? This has twice 
as many. The very beginning is about the heathen, the 
people, kings, rulers. What kind of people did the first 
psalm say should perish? This shows how and why they 
shall perish. What sweet word was at the beginning of that 
psalm? This ends with the same word about those who 
trust in God. There are four pictures in this psalm, and 
they are all speaking pictures. They are strange scenes too : 
some of them reach all over the countries of the earth, some 
far back before the world began, and some far forward to the 
end of the world. We have (1.) What the kings and rulers 
say; (2.) What God says; (3.) What the King in Zion 
says; (4.) What David says. 

What the kings and rulers say. David knew all about the 
heathen and the people, how they raged and what vain gods 
they set up, he knew all about the kings and rulers of his 
time. Why did not God let him build the temple? Who 
fought so many battles and made so many wars against him? 
The same God of Israel who helped him sling the little storie 
against the giant, helped him to conquer the warlike 
kings around him. David was anointed, chosen, set apart; 
for God told the prophet where to find the shepherd-boy who 
was to be a king, and to pour the holy oil upon his head. 
David in this first picture of three verses shows the wicked 
kings and rulers making plans together against God and his 
anointed ; he means against the Son of God who was chosen 
to be the Saviour. When Jesus stood by the river and was 
baptized, when the heavens opened, and the voice said, 
“This is my beloved Son,” what came down upon his head ? 
What did that mean? David’s picture stretched out hundreds 
of years until after the star shone over Bethlehem. What 
king sent out and killed all the little children in and around 
Bethlehem? Why did he do that? When the chief priests, 
and scribes, and elders took counsel together against J esus, 
to what governor did they deliver him? David knew how 





Herod, and Pilate, and the rulers, would plan together and 
say: “We will break the power of this man who calls himself 
the Son of God.” God gave his Holy Spirit to David to know 
how they would mock and crucify his Son, and helped him 
to show in three more verses— 

What God says. High above all he sits on his throne and 
watches all his enemies ; he sees how vain are all their plans, 
he will laugh at their failure when he is ready to speak to 
them in anger, and vex and trouble them. What was the 
picture of last week which showed how the wicked shall be 
driven away ? The lives of kings, rulers, and people who 
set themselves up against God, are like the chaff that a breath 
can blow away. God speaks and says, “I have set my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion.” 

What the King of Zion says. Whom does God call the King 
in Zion? In the next three verses it is the Son who answers : 
“T will do my Father’s work, for he calls me his Son; he has 
told me ask, and he will give me the heathen and the whole 
earth.” David could look far on to the years that are coming 
when the name of Jesus shall be preached all over the world ; 
for it is promised that “he shall reign forever,’ and that 
“the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ.” What did our lesson last week 
say about the way of the ungodly? Does not the king ofa 
country reign over the people in prisons and dungeons as 
much as over those in palaces and sweet, quiet homes? So 
the King in Zion will reign over every heart, with love in 
the hearts that love him, but with power to destroy those 
who will not serve him. There are lessons for us in— 

What David says. “ Be wise now,” he says to the kings and 
rulers who had been trying to make plans against the King 
in Zion ; he meant it for the people too, but it is just as much 
a lesson to every child. When is the best time to be wise? 

Serve the Lord: each little child can be a servant, one 
who serves the King in Zion as truly as Nehemiah who 
waited on his king, or David whosang for God in the psalms. 
He says to those who had never served him, “ Kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry.” In olden times when people seryed the 
king, they kissed his hands, sometimes his robe. David 
means to give him your heart full of love, and ask him to let 
you do his will. Then he says again that same word which 
tells how happy, how loved of God, and of his Son, are all 
those who put their trust in him. 

Do you not want him to be your king? He has promised 
that those who love and serve him here shall share his glory 
in heaven, and reign with him. 

If instead of attempting to explain the whole psalm, which 
is far too much for the primary class, you prefer to teach 
only the practical, it is full of meaning even in the detached 
clauses which might be the basis of teaching. 

Ask of me. A beautiful lesson on prayer, how the Son 
asks of the Father and it shall be given, even as we in his 
name can go before the great King and be heard and 
answered. 

Be wise now. 

Serve the Lord. 

Kiss the Son. 

Blessed are they. 

Each and all of these put on the board, one by one, and 
fully explained, would be valuable; using the story of the 
raging heathen and the planning rulers as examples of those 
who shall be destroyed, and showing the way of life and 
peace with the beloved Son, who is to be worshiped forever 
as the King of kings and Lord of lords. 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


No one can be a Bible student for many years without 
finding that his attention and study are more and more 
attracted to the Psalms. In them he finds more and 
more of the essence of human feeling in its stretching out 
toward God ; and is told by something within him that these 
poems, as they fathom the human heart by a line which is 
more than long enough to reach its depths, so also are inde- 
pendent of time and place and nationality. Whether in fact 
their oriental coloring is on the whole less than the other parts 
of the Bible, or whether it seems less by that quality in 
them which makes the external shell or dress appear so 
insignificant, it certainly is the case that a deeper study, or 
even a longer contemplation, makes that particular shape dis- 
appear. “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hear- 
est the sound thereof,” but whether the zephyr delightfully 
wafts along over billows of “ countless twinkling smile,” with 
nothing in sight but clear heaven and the orbs of the sky, or 
whether the furious storm catches, whirls, engulfs, and 
tosses, the inclination is less and less to see from what land 
the wind takes its direction: the land perfume of the breeze 
is soon lost in the salt dashings of the ocean. 

So again in reading the psalms in different versions, in 
many languages, old and new. The substance and spirit do 
not disappear, however strange, uncouth, or inadequate the 
dress may be. If one reads the particularly awkward pas- 
sages in the Vulgate, which have been strained through a 
rendering only less awkward or incompetent of the Septua- 
gint, even then one feels the power of the Spirit. If one 
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takes the English versions earlier than that of our English 
Bible, as of the Anglican prayer-book, the differences only 
add to the force. One can scarcely read half a dozen psalms 
in the fearfully uncouth metrical versions used in the six- 
teenth century without being conscious that the noble 
excellence of the matter blunts the taste to the wretched 
verse and expression, so that the faults in great measure dis- 
appear. The same is the case with a study of the common 
Scotch metrical version, which is more poetical and proper 
than the older English ones, though as abhorrent to the 
unfamiliar English taste as it is revered and loved by the 
Caledonian heart. Its closeness to the original, though any 
reader sees that it is based upon our English Bible transla- 
tion, and its terseness, quite overshadow its lack of art in the 
versification and of poetical sense in the versifiers; and the 
student feels that the psaims rather wear brighter by hard 
usage. 

Or, take a scholarly translation like that of Dr. Conant, 
whose prose moves in a rhythm so different from that of 
our English Bible, and breaks into our preconceived ideas of 
the stately, and now almost sacred, style appropriate to 
English renderings of the poetry of the Bible. To the 
scholar it is charming and elegant; to the ordinary reader a 
little study and thought would soon redeem it from its seem- 
ing hostility to his treading the “old paths that lead him 
up to God,” which he finds, or thinks he finds, in the old 
words. 

And so we might go on with version after version, from 
the oriental paraphrases and the Syriac to the Horatian and 
Anacreontic versifications of the European scholars three 
centuries ago; but we would still find that the psalms never 
lose their depth or their spirit. It is not a very long step to 
take, which certain companies of believers have really taken, 
to exclude from singing in public worship everything but the 
psalms. Yet it is better to stop with good old Matthew 
Henry, who preferred David’s psalms ‘or other Scripture 
hymns to such as are wholly of human composition, the lat- 
ter being generally liable to the exception that “the fancy is 
too high, and the matter too low.” 

This last expression, indeed, is one that well draws the 
line between the psalms and other oriental poetry. The 
orientalisms of the psalms are not to be looked for in the 
direction of a resemblance in subject-matter or fancy, or even 
in structure (except in case of some very archaic poems), to 
the poetical compositions of the East. Those poems of the 
ancient Asiatics, east and west, which resemble the psalms 
so far as to hold a shadow of their divine spirit, belong to the 
few and grand exceptions to the general mass of oriental 
poetry, which is generally far too earthly and sensual for 
comparison. The green rush betrays a mire of quite another 
sort. The characteristic spirit of the psalms finds more 
echoes in the poetry and prose of pagan Greece and Rome 
than in oriental literature. 

Partly on account of these considerations, and partly for 
other reasons, an oriental comparison or allusion that seems 
to exist on the surface of a psalm disappears practically, if 
not absolutely, on further consideration. Moreover, the true 
oriental illustrations of the psalms belong rather to antiquity 
than to modern customs. Many a time has the writer felt 
that oriental spectacles help the eyes less in the psalms than 
in other portions of the Bible ; they very soon gather a blind- 
ing film. It is rather the wonder that the psalms could 
spring up in the orient and yet possess such a comprehensive 
spirit. However, the oriental stamp is not wanting, by any 
means ; though when one compares them with other oriental 
poems where the stamp is nearly everything, one sees the 
difference. 

In the psalm of this lesson, the oriental stamp is manifest 
everywhere, but almost every allusion merely oriental seems 
swallowed up in something greater. The raging of the 
heathen, which here means making a noise or tumult, 
naturally reminds of the noisy concourse of orientals, whose 
earnest talk seems angry, and whose every meeting is 
naturally a babel. But the word in the original is one of 
wider meaning: it has reference to the noisy public demon- 
strations of the people when meditating war; and it might 
be applied (it seems, from the targumic use of the word) to 
a gathering of animals as well—to monkeys and parrots in a 
South American forest. Then again the word for “imagine” 
is the same as that rendered “meditate” in Psa.1:2; and 
refers to the cogitations and mutterings in private; or per- 
haps, as some would have it, to the conning of their rebel- 
lious lessons either alone or in their more secret gatherings. 
The oriental quality here almost vanishes in the enlarging 
picture ; for the suggestion of the oriental student, who must 
mutter over his lesson as he studies, either alone or in 
company, rather belittles the grand conception: the medi- 
tating of the vain thing is, with the meditators, too serious 
business for such a forced comparison. Then shall “kings 
of the earth” be reduced to “sheiks of the lands,” without 
too much narrowing? Or if the reference is to the great 
kings over the earth, as of the Persian Empire, does not the 
oriental illustration fail utterly to the common-sense 
interpretation ? If we speak of the “bands” and “ cords,” 
is there anything oriental in the picture that is peculiar to 
the Orient, unless it be the style of figure in the language ? 


The expressions, “the hill of Zion,” “the heathen for thine 
inheritance,” and some of the others, are all either Jewish 
or pertaining to the history of grace. “This day have I 
begotten thee,” that is, declared thee as my begotten; “the 
uttermost parts of the earth,” and “kiss the Son” are some- 
what oriental in style of expression; but not peculiarly so. 
The dramatic structure of the psalm, too, is equally oriental 
and occidental. But as the occasional circumstances which 
gave birth to the psalm, whether local or general in the 
earth, have vanished from the knowledge of men, and 
even the author’s name is in doubt, while the divine, the 
spiritual, and the world-wide meaning of the psalm is 
brighter than ever, so the oriental characteristics fade before 
those which belong to God and to all humanity. 

It has seemed best to present this view of this psalm in 
partieular, and of the psalms in general, lest this column 
should seem to be too narrowing in gathering up oriental 
allusions where their application would be in a measure 
strained, and seem to obscure, rather than aid, the better 
understanding of the psalm. However, for illustration 
strictly oriental and ancient, take the following extracts from 
Assurbanipal’s (the greatest Assyrian king’s) records of 
himself, and mark both coincidences and contrasts : 

“T am Assurbanipal the great king, the powerful king, 
king of nations, king of Assyria, king of the four regions ; 
proceeding from the body of Esarhaddon, king of nations, 
king of Assyria, high priest of Babylon, king of Sumer and 
Akkad ; ‘grandson of Sennacherib, king of nations, king of 
Assyria. : 

“The great gods in their assembly a good account have 
heard, and attentive ears have given ; and to all the inscribed 
tablets they caused my mind to attend. In the assembly of 
the mighty, the renown of my name they magnified, and 
enlarged my empire. Strength, renown, and powerful forces 
they increased to me, and countries disobedient into my 
hand they gave. . . . The towers which over against Babel 
king of Tyre I had raised, I pulled down; onsea and land 
all his roads which I had taken I opened; his abundant 
tribute I received; peacefully I returned to Nineveh, the 
city of my dominion. Kings in the midst of the sea, and 
kings dwelling in the lofty mountains, these saw my mighty 
deeds, and feared my power. Yakinlu, king of Arvad, 
Mugallu, king of Tubal, who to my fathers were not submis- 
sive, submitted to my yoke. The daughters proceeding from 
their bodies, and their great dowries, for concubines to 
Nineveh they brought and kissed my feet. Over Mugallu 
great horses the tribute of the country were the sum I fixed 
upon him. From Yakinlu, king of Arvad, I took away his 
country. Azibahal, Abibahal, and Adonibahal, sons of 
Yakinlu, dwelling in the midst of the sea, from the midst of 
the sea arose, and with their numerous presents came and 
kissed my feet. . . . Gyges, king of Lydia, a district which 
is across the sea, a remote place of which the kings my 
fathers had not heard speak of its name, the account of my 
grand kingdom in a dream was related to him by Assur, the 
god, my creator, thus: ‘The yoke.’ . . . In remembrance [of 
that dream] the yoke of my kingdom he had taken. The 
day he saw the dream, [as] his messenger he sent to pray for 
my friendship the Cimmerians extreme rebels, who feared 
not my fathers and me, and took not the yoke of my 
kingdom.” 

And yet this was one of the least of Assurbanipal’s expe- 
ditions. Many kings “kissed his feet;” and “in the midst 
of battle,” he said of Ishtar, his protecting divinity, “in her 
beneficent generosity, she guards thee, and overthrows all 
the unsubmissive. Before her a fire is blown to capture thy 
enemies.” ‘ Dunanu in Nineveh, over a furnace they placed 
him, and consumed him entirely.” The sons of Neboziki- 
resses he “caused to crush.” He “marched and trampled 
on Chaldea; ” and so on, to a detail that soon becomes 
wearisome. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





| The World’s Wisdom: The Christian’s Wisdom: 


To be instructed ; 
To serve the Lord. 


To imagine a vain thing; 
To break God’s bands. 





| 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON, 


DAVID JESUS 
SAYS: | 
| 
All ye that labor : 


Ye kings and judges : 
Serve the Lord; Come unto me; 

| Rejoice withtrembling; Take my yokeupon you; | 

| Kiss the Son ; trust in him. Ye shall find rest. 

| 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 
Introductory.—Who was the author of the second psalm ? 
(Acts 4: 25.) Who are the speakers in that scene of the 
divine drama presented in the first stanza? (v. 1-3.) Who 








speaks in that of the second stanza? (v. 4-6.) Who in that 
of the third, and how much of it is a quotation? (v. 7-9.) 
Whose exhortation constitutes the last stanza? (v. 10-12.) 
What promise given to David probably furnished the 
inspiration for this psalm? (2 Sam. 7: 10, 16,17.) What 
prayer consequent upon this promise proves his thought to 
have been in harmony with the psalm? (2 Sam. 7: 18, 
23, 24.) Indicate the rhythm of each verse according to the 
explanation in the foregoing lesson. What prophecies 
respecting the Messiah’s kingdom had previously been given ? 
Was the typical character of their ceremonials generally 
understood by the Jews? 

Verses 1-3.—What question, what fact, and what purpose, 
are stated in this stanza? Explain the terms used, “rage,” 
“imagine,” etc. How is peculiar wisdom shown in opening 
this war scene with an unanswerable question? Name a few 
instances showing that the interrogative is a peculiarly advan- 
tageous form of instruction. (Luke 6: 3, 4, 41, 42, 46; 10: 
26, 36; 14: 3-6; etc.) Who is the first king on record who 
made a yain attempt to fight against God? (Ex. 14: 23-28.) 
Who is the first king named in the New Testament, who 
made such attempt? (Matt. 2:16.) What sin exists in the 
thought that successful warfare can be waged against the 
Almighty? What was the penalty of presumption under the 
Mosaic law? (Num. 15: 30, 31.) What does the severity 
and uniformity of the penalty (Deut. 17: 12, 13, 20) denote 
as to the enormity of the sin? Who are virtually guilty of 
thissin? (Rom. 8: 7; Matt. 12: 30.) How did one who fought 
most presumptuously against God escape the penalty of his 
sin? (Acts 9: 4-6.) Was verse 2, when written, historic or 
prophetic? (Acts 4: 26,27.) Why is reference made to both 
the Father and the Son, in the moral government of the 
world? (Isa. 9: 6,7.) What is the sentiment of every unre- 
newed heart, relative to Christ’s reign? (Luke 19: 14.) 

Verses 4-6.—How is the folly, suffering, and final defeat of 
rebels displayed in this stanza? Does the figure of divine 
laughterindicate the supreme folly of, or a righteous contempt 
for, the wicked, or delight at their destruction? What isthe 
invariable result of resisting the will of God? Was verse 6, 
when written, historic or prophetic? Where ought this 
King to be enthroned by us ? 

Verses 7-9—Unto whom, by what request, and to what 
end, are sinners delivered? Explain the terms. Does the 
redemption of man reveal chiefly the love of the Father as 
designer, or of the Son as executor? (1 John 4:9; John 
10: 30.) Does verse 9 reveal mercy in subduing sinners unto 
himself, or judgment in destroying persistent rebels ? 

Verses 10-12.—Which verse marks docility, which one 
reverence, and which one submission, as characteristics of true 
wisdom? «How does Solomon distinguish between a wise 
man and a fool? (Prov. 15: 5.) How does Jesus distinguish 
between the same? (Matt. 7: 24-27; 25: 2-4; Luke 12: 
20, 21.) What shall be the end of each? (Prov. 3: 35.) 
How shall the wise find happy entrance into Christ’s king- 
dom? (vy. 12, last clause; Matt. 5: 3.) 


TEACHING HINTS. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 

This lesson naturally divides into three parts : 

1. Opposition to the anointed King, 1-3. 

2. Victory promised the King, 4-9. 

3. Call to submit to the King, 10-12. 

Under the first, show that God has anointed his Son king 
(prove it by Scripture, for example verses 2, 6 with Heb. 
1: 8, 13), and the opposition of the people and rulers to the 
King. For illustration of this, see Matt. 2; Acts 4: 24-28; 
also refer to the history of the church to the present time. 

Second division: show that Jesus is now reigning (Matt. 
28:18; Acts 5: 31; 1 Cor. 15: 25); but that the full glory of 
his kingdom is yet to come (Matt. 24:31; 2 Tim.4:1). As 
to the promised victory, show what has been won and what 
we may yet look for. 

Third division : bring out the meaning of the call and the 
warning. 

Having gone through the lesson, the class may be made, in 
imagination, to stand where David stood, and with him look 
down the ages, eleven hundred years, and see the glory of 
“Christ unto the end: as he rises from the dead—the first 
begotten ;” as he enters the heavenly gates, the King of 
glory (Psa. 24); as he reigns upon the holy hill of Zion 
(6); as he goes on to victory (8, 9); as comes the Judge of 
all the earth (12). This is one of the lessons in which Jesus 
is to be held up, not in his humility, not in the sweetness of 
his love, but in the greatness of his glory. To do this, read 
Phil. 2: 9-11 with Rev. 1: 4-17; and pray that you may 
have such a view of his glory (John 1: 14) as to be able to 
do it. 

Close with brief practical lessons, such as these : 

1. The world is opposed of Christ. If you are a friend of 
the world, you are an enemy to Christ—you are either with 
him or against him. 

2. God has anointed his Son king, and given him the 
kingdom. You are in the kingdom, or not in the kingdom. 

3. The gospel call (verses 11, 12) is now sounding! Now 
is the day of salvation. 
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MISSIONARY EXERCISE. 


> 


GIVING. 


Singing : 

O for a thousand tongues to sing. 
Prayer. 
Leader : 


© magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 
together. 


School : 


By him, therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his 
name. 


Leader: 


Let my mouth be filled with thy praise and with thy honor 
all the day. 


School : 


Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise: be thankful unto him and bless his name. 


Leader : 
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
School : 


Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and everything 
that moveth therein, 


Leader : 


I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name 
for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magni- 
fied thy word above all thy name. 


All: 

Praise ye the Lord. 
Leader : 

Praise God in his sanctuary. 
School: 

Praise him in the firmament of his power. 
Leader : 

Praise him for his mighty acts. 
School: 

Praise him according to his excellent greatness. 
Leader : 

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet. 
School : 


Praise him with the psaltery and harp. 
Leader : 

Praise him with the timbrel and dance. 
School : 

Praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 
Leader : 

Praise him upon the ioud cymbals, 
School: 

Praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. 
Leader : 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 
All: 

Praise ye the Lord. 
Singing: , 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Leader: What is Christ’s command? 
School: 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 
Singing : 

To the work! to the work! we are servants of God. 

Leader : What is the invitation ? 
School : 


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. And the 
Spirit and the bride say Come, And let him that heareth say 
Come, And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely. 


Leader ; Who are we to bring with us ? 
School : 


Fear not; for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the 
east, and gather thee from the west: I will say to the north, 
Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from 
far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth ; even every 
one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my 
glory, I have formed him; yea, | have made him. 


Leader : What are we to give? 
First teacher : Ourselves. 
School : 


My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my 
ways. | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
Second teacher; Our time. 


School : 


See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Walk in wis- 
dom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 


Third teacher : Our talents. 








First class: 


And so he that had received five talents came and brought other 
five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents ; 
behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. His lord 
said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant : thou 
hast been faithful over a few thin , | will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 


Pastor: 


Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 


School : 


For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required ; and to whom men have committed much, of him they 
will ask the more. 


Fourth teacher: Our money. 
Pastor : 


Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet 
lackest thou one thing; sell all that thou hast, aud distribute 
unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow me. 


Second class : 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ; 

Pastor : 


That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate. 


School : 


Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against 
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 


Singing: 

’Tis known in earth and heaven too. 
Leader : How shall we give? 

Fifth teacher : We should give willingly. 
School : 


Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bot | me an 
offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart 
ye shal! take my offering. 


Sixth teacher : We should give cheerfully. 
Third class : 

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity : for God loveth a cheerful 
giver. 

Seventh teacher : We should give liberally. 
School: 


Freely ye have received, freely give. But the liberal deviseth 
liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand. 


Eighth teacher: We should give with simplicity. 


School: 
He that giveth let him do it with simplicity. 


Ninth teacher : We should sacrifice to give. 
School : 


Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven ; and come and follow me. 


Tenth teacher : We should give systematically. 


School: 


And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house; and of all that thou shalt give me! will surely give the 
tenth unto thee. Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him. 


Leader : To whom shall we give? 


Eleventh teacher: We should give to the poor. 
Fourth class : 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and 
that which he hath given will he pay him again. 
Twelfth teacher : We should give to our enemies. 
School : 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he 
be thirsty, give him water to drink, 
Thirteenth teacher : We should give to the heathen. 
School : 


And~the Scripture, Srosssing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abrahain, 
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 


Pastor : 


Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou shalt find it after 
many days. Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou 
knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth. 


Singing : 

Weary gleaner, whence comest thou? 
Leader : What are the rewards of giving? 
School : 


He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 


and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see 
that ye abound in this grace also. 


Chant: 


Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: 

For I was a hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me im: 

Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me; 
I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. 

Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 


Address : 
Singing: 
Ten thousand times ten thousand. 
Address : 
Singing : 
The prize is set before us. 
Benediction. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 


Louisiana, state, at New Orleans__--........-..---.- Feb. 20-22 
Mississippi, state, at Kosciusko...................... May 7, 8 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Caddo_.....------..-.-- May 8 
East Tennessee, at Maryville_..................... May 15, 16 
MnO, Se, OA Money ooo a 2 cen ecwn sens May 27-29 
New York, state, at Kingston....................... June 3-5 
Fein: CUNNN EE RNIB a bite cwtcncmeninindl June 3-5 
ROWE, GiRh) Bb MEAN CF nn ns ncn nncd con cotans June 10-12 
CN, RN OE RR a isan creas cance sans July 1-4 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’_............--..---. July 8-10 
VIN, OE, SE DUP NIIR goon nn cncianncosaengess Oct. 7-9 
Pe Gs OO Hn nn cede cit nmensimmnneuial Oct. 21-23 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth_................... Noy. 11-13 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M., in Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P. M., in the 
Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday, at3P. M. Led by the Rev. R. R. Mere- 
dith. 

Boston (South), Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday, at 754 
P. M., at the Phillips Church. Conducted by the Rey. R. R. Meredith. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Nurmal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desirous of becoming 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 74¢ P. M., and every 
Thursday at 34g P. M.,inthe Y. M.C. A. R Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rev. Drs. J. T. Duryea, C. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas. Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, ia the 
Y. M. C, A. rooms. 


Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. Build- 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3P.M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 3.45 P. M.,in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 


Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.45 P. M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rev. Francis A. Horton. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Elizabeth, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
7.45 P. M., in the lecture room of the Second Presbyterian Church, 

Halifax, N.S., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Hartford, Conn., Normal Class of the Hartford Sunday-school Union, 
the second Friday of each month. Also, Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Saturday afternoon, in the parlors of the Centre Church. 
Conducted by Mrs. S. Dryden Phelps. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y. M. ©. A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr. C. P. Jacobs, 

Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening, at 8o’clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Manchester, N. H., Union Meeting (Bethany Normal Class) for Lesson 
Study, on the second and fourth Monday evenings of the month, at the 








him. I have shewed you all things, how that so laboring ye 
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together. And when the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. The liberal soul shall be made fat; and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself. 


Pastor : 





* Used at the sixteenth anniversary of the Lafayette Avenue Presby- 
terian Sunday-school, Brooklyn, N. Y,, December 1, 187 


Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, 





Y. M.C. A. rooms. Conducted by John G. Lane. 

Morenci, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday at 
8P.M. Conducted by Mr. C, M, Ranger. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4 P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 

New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms 325 Chapel Street. 


New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
in the Y. M.C. A. lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 4.30 P. M.,in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Crosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
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Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. Also, Normal Class for Lesson Study, every 
Monday at 8 P. M. in the Assembly Room, 1334 Chestnut Street. 
ducted by the Rey. J. A. Worden. 


Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday, 
at8 P. M.,in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers. 

St. Paul, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Class for the study of the Interna- 
tional Lessons, every Saturday. at 4.30 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 
Conducted by the Rev. David R. Breed. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P.M.,in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M. 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Friday 
evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 

Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Tuesday evening in 
the State Street Methodist Episcopal Church. Conducted by the Rev. 
George J. Brown. 


Con- 


Washington, D. C., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 P. M., in the Y. M.C. A. Chapel. 

Westwood, Ohio, Union meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
8 P. M.,in the Y. M. C. A. parlor 

Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 


744 P. M.,inthe Y M.C. A. Rooms. 


THE BERLIN FEMALE 
COUNCIL. 

At a secret session of the female teachers held in connec- 
tion with the recent Sunday-school convention in Berlin, 
Prussia, the Sonntagsschulfreund says that twenty-two 
Berlin Sunday-schools were numerously represented, as 
well as those of Dantzig, Koltschen, Mihlheim am Rhein, 
and Stettin. The spacious hall (in the Dom-Candidaten- 
stifte) was filled to the very last place. A lady occupied 
the chair who is well known as of the highest desert in 
Berlin Sunday-school matters. She bade the audience a 
hearty welcome, and uttered the hope that this meeting 
would not be unvisited with a blessing from the Lord. 
The wish had been expressed that these meetings of lady 
teachers might occur annually. Since a similar meeting 
at the first convention had not only remained in lively 
remembrance to the present day, but had been rich in 
blessed results, such a wish was certainly to be counted 
among the proper ones. The chief aim of such confer- 
ences is the bringing to the surface of experiences gained 
since that time. The meeting on this occasion also, there- 
fore, we hope may give a like account of itself. 

The first question that came up for discussion was that 
of the library in Sunday-schools. Concerning the blessed 
influence of a proper library only one voice was raised. 
In Berlin libraries were possessed by twelve Sunday- 
schools; namely, those of the Twelve Apostles, Louisen- 
stadt, St. Peter’s, St. Simeon’s, St. Paul’s, St. George’s, 
St. Thomas’s, St. James’s, Dorotheenstadt, the. Dom 
(Cathedral), the first Vereinshaus, aud Christ Church. 

To the question whether the lady teachers should visit 
their Sunday-school scholars, many answered with “ yes.” 
The importance of these visits was made impressively 
clear by the lady chairman. In Muhlheim the people 
did not look favorably upon such visits; and for that rea- 
son they were made only at the request of the parents or 
children, on occasions when sickness or other case of need 
presented an opportunity. Fraulein K. was begged to 
give information in writing about the Sunday-school in 
the Vereinshaus at M. In contrast with the case just 
mentioned, Frau 8. spoke of the great favor with which 
such visits were received in Stettin, and their influence 
on the children. To the same effect also the Berlin lady 
teachers M. and N. 

The lady chairman expressed the wish that the con- 
firmed children, in cases where they remain in the Sunday- 
school after confirmation, might be gathered into classes 
by themselves. By that means the Young Ladies’ Sunday 
Unions would, as a matter of course, be greatly furthered 
in their efforts, and such societies might be formed where 
none at present exist. 

Some lady teachers stated that the confirmed pupils are 
not willing to leave their former teachers to enter sepa- 
rate classes by themselves. It was counseled, however, to 
use all proper means to overcome this difficulty, and to 
retain the young girls, as far as possible, even for long 
years to come, in the Sunday-school. In order that they 
may lose their timidity about coming to the Sunday 
Unions, it was recommended that the lady teachers go 
now and then with two of the newly confirmed to such a 
union. In St. James’s there has been aclass of confirmed 
girls for more than two years. The teacher talks over 
the Bible lesson with them in the sacristy, and afterwards 
brings them out again into the church, to be present at 
the closing catechizing of the minister; only it is to be 


TEACHERS IN 


regretted that these girls are usually too shy to answer the 
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questions of the minister with the others. On the other 
hand the faithfulness of such children is cultivated and 
given tone, to a remarkable degree; so that after overcom- 
ing the first difficulties, the matter goes on always better 
than any indulged expectation. Let only the will be 
shown: to the will of the good the Lord will give abun- 
dant success. 

The question whether the teachers sometimes find diffi- 
culties in teaching, was answered with assent on many 
sides; and as grounds of such difficulties the following were 
stated: (1.) Deficient self-preparation ; (2.) Instantaneous 
opinion of the teachers; (3.). Difficulty of the topic of 
study. It was therefore generally counseled: to carefully 
go through the Scripture lesson by one’s self, and explain 
it aright to one’s self, just as it must be done for every 
child of the particular class, in the peculiar way required 
for each particular one; but above all, to prepare one’s 
self beforehand, through fervent prayer, so as to pray 
away the clouds which commonly separate us from the 
Lord, as well as to be faithful in our petitions for the 
children. It was also particularly urged that practical 
relations to the subject-matter, one’s own life and experi- 
ence, not only make the catechetical exercise easier, but 
also bring the matter home to the understanding of the 
children. For the sake of especial preparation, the 
“Preparations for the Old and New Testament,” pub- 
lished by Pastor Prochnow, were exclusively recom- 
mended. 

As to the Christmas festival, communications of various 
import were made. Most of the Sunday-schools distribute 
little books and pictures; some add Christmas sweet- 
meats also. 

It was most emphatically urged, moreover, that the 
gaining of more lady teachers in the circles of one’s 
acquaintance should be begun, and not neglected. To go 
down to the very fact, there is nowhere an abundance of 
them. From Mihlheim comes the intelligence that the 
Sunday-school in that place has been compelled, through 
lack of lady teachers, to give up the system of instruction 
in classes. From the Invalidenhaus school we learn that 
all the candidates, before their entrance as teachers, must 
first, for a half-year, attend upon and belong to the chil- 
dren’s services, before they are received into the prepara- 
tory class after a trial catechizing.. In those preparatory 
classes the catechizing is done generally by the male and 
female helpers in turn. The candidates receive word in 
writing a week beforehand, in order to be able to make 


| suitable and thorough preparation at home. 


Fraulein H., from Dantzig, recommended for the con- 
firmed girls the “ Madchen Zeitung” (Girls’ Times), pub- 
lished in Berlin monthly, by Loesche, 20 Oranienburger 
Strasse, and costing one mark a year, postage included. 

The following wishes were expressed, and recommended 
to the after-consideration of the German as well as the 
Berlin committee: (1.) It was ventured urgently to recom- 
mend that a future convention be put off to the autumn 
festivals, as a good part of the Berlin Sunday-school lady- 
helpers are actual teachers, who otherwise will hardly be 
able to get away. (2.) It is desirable that at the annual 
festivals the children should sit with their several teach- 
ers, so as to be able to repress uneasiness. (3.) It is con- 
sistent with the peculiar essence of the Sunday-school’s 
well-being urgently to recommend that also, at the latter 
festival, as is always the case at other times, the appro- 
priate Bible text in the liturgy be read responsively by 
the regular readers as by the children. For this purpose 
the same should be noted in the musical programme, so 
that the opening to the texts might be made easier for 
the children. (4.) It is recommended for festivals, also, 
that separate schools sing a song by themselves. (5.) 
More than all it is to bestriven for that (for example, in 
all the Berlin Sunday-schools) the liturgy be sung to one 
and thesame melody. The various musical compositions 
of the melodies make it impossible for some schools to be 
able to join in singing certain portions of the liturgy that 
are dear to them, at a general festival. 

Finally, the chairman recommended the Sunday-school 
work as a powerful means to sanctification of the worker 
therein herself, as well as to the furtherance of the king- 
dom of God among the young. Refreshments were 
handed around during the different discussions; and the 
meeting closed, as it was begun, with prayer and singing. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
—A congress of Methodist Episcopal Sunday-schools 
was held in the Arch Street Methodist Episcopal Church, 


Philadelphia, on Tuesday and Wednesday, January 28- 


and 29. The Rev. Dr. VU. H. Tiffany, of New York, 
lectured on “The peculiar perils of our youth;” Dr. Vin- 
cent lectured on “General culture and Sunday-school 
work ;” there was an open conversation on Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school literature; and Dr. Vincent 





and Professor William G. Fischer conducted a choral 
service. The congress was very largely attended. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—The East Tennessee Sunday-school Convention will 
be held at Maryville, on Thursday and Friday, May 15, 16, 

—The Missouri State Sunday-school Convention will be 
held in Moberly, Randolph County, on Tuesday, Wednes- 
day, and Thursday, May 27-29. 

—The first Florida state Sunday-school convention is 
to be held at Gainesville during the week beginning 
February 23. The place and time are chosen because a 
state fair of large size is to be held in thesame place during 
the preceding week. The call for the convention is a 
spirited one. It says: “In accordance with a resolution 
passed at the International Sunday-school Convention at 
Atlanta in April last, we, the members of the Florida 
delegation, have decided to call a state Sunday-school 
convention, to be held at Gainesville during the week 
following the state fair, full notice of which will be 
published in due time. Each Sunday-school in the state 
is required to send at least one delegate. A preliminary 
meeting of the friends of the Sunday-school cause will be 
held on Thursday evening of the week of the fair in the 
Presbyterian Church. Distinguished speakers from abroad 
are expected to be present, to aid in the deliberation. As 
this matter is of vital interest to the people of the state, 
it is hoped that all the friends of the cause will use every 
means in their power to contribute to the success of the 
convention. Preparations are now being made to organize 
a state Sunday-school convention in Louisiana, and when 
that is effected Florida and Delaware will be the only 
states in the Union without an organized convention. 
Shall we suffer this to be the case? Let us rather take 
up this work with all earnestness; let us show to the 
world that Florida is alive to her duty in carrying the 
truths of the gospel to her children.” The call is signed 
by the Revs. J. L. Lyons and James M. Lewis, Dr. C. J. 
Albred, Messrs. George C. White and John C, Easterman, 
and Mrs. A. C. Brown. Letters of inquiry or information 
should be addressed to Mr. John C. Easterman, Gaines- 
ville, Florida. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—The Sunday-school of the Christian Church in Alle- 
gheny City, Pennsylvania, has a total membership of 
388, and an average attendance of 281. Twenty conver- 
sions were reported in 1878. 

—Warren County, Illinois, has 74 schools, 51 of which 
are open during the year. The 74 schools have 298 
officers, 570 teachers, and 5,902 scholars. The total aver- 
age attendance is 4,425. During the past year eighteen 
township conventions were held. 

—St. John’s Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., has 83 officers and teachers, and 946 
scholars; total, 1029. The average attendance last year 
was 609; largest, 845, smallest, 190. The receipts were 
$1,457.51; the expenditures, $1,357.69. The school en- 
gages in relief work and missionary work, and has an 
employment committee and a Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle. 

—In Germany, in the year 1870, there were 145 Sun- 
day-schools, with 1860 teachers and 22,988 pupils; in 
1873 there were 366 schools, with 2,819 teachers and 
44,095 pupils; in 1876 there were 1,218 schools, with 
4,316 teachers and 81,785 pupils; and in 1878 there were 
1,466 schools, with 6,502 teachers and 137,502 pupils. 
Thus in eight years the number of schools has increased 
tenfold, that of teachers fourfold, that of pupils sixfold. 
These numbers apply only to schools gathered inside of 
the regular Evangelical Church of Germany. 

—A Berlin (Prussia) correspondent writes concerning 
Sunday-school work in that city: “ From a small begin- 
ning in 1864, when Mr. Woodruff came over, we have 
intreased to two large folds. However, much remains to 
be done. Materialism and atheism have spread to a 
fearful extent all over Germany. Sunday-schools are 
the best if not the only means to overcome these evils. 
We have no believing laity—generally speaking—to 
assist us, like England and America. Much is con- 
tributed to humanistic purposes, but nothing worth 
speaking of for Christ and his cause. We hope that by 
means of Sunday-school work better days will come.” 

—The first anniversary of the “ Men’s Bible Study ” of 
the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church, Philadelphia, was 
held on Sunday evening, January 19. The class num- 
bers 80. Lectures and readings form a part of its plan. 
The first annual report says: “ Different Bible subjects 
of study were considered during the past year, and great 
assistance was found in the use of diagrams kindly 
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leaned by Mr. Gece C. ‘Tonme, of the Church of the 
Holy Apostles. The portions of God’s word thus 
studied from week to week were made quite interesting, 
and we trust profitable to all. Since December, however, 
another plan has been tried, and Scripture characters 
have been taken as the subjects of study. The lives of 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham have already been 
considered,”’ 

—The Rey. John Cassell, missionary of the American 
Sunday School Union, in Missouri, writes: “ Sunday- 
school books, papers, etc., are often valueless to a school, 
unless there be a missionary to instruct in their use: 
otherwise the older people will throw the books aside, 
and turn the school into a debating society ; while the 
children look on and wonder that the old folks can find 
anything in the word of God to quarrel over. And how 
much do some teachers need to be taught? I am trying 
to organize institutes for the normal work of teaching the 
teachers. And they feel their need and desire of it. 
Last Sunday one man rode ten miles in the saddle to be 
present at the meeting at ten o’clock, though all nature, 
with roads, fences, and trees, was enveloped in snow ; and 
then returned after the evening meeting. Many children 
have confessed Christ during the year; and some 
churches have been established on Sunday-school founda- 
tion.” 

—An Indianapolis correspondent writes: “ Yesterday 
we organized a Sunday-school in Temperance Hall, 
which is on the first floor of 75 East Market Street, just 
east of the post-office. The officers are: Superintendent, 
Dr. J. H. V. Smith; assistant male superintendent, 
J. G. Kingsbury, editor Indiana Farmer. Female assist- 
ant, Mrs. Dr. Harvey. We have an organist, a cornet- 
player, and two violinists, and a good corps of singers to 
start with. We expect to build up a large school when 
warm weather comes. If we get too large for the hall, we 
will go to the large market house, only a square from 
where we are. We take up the International lessons, 
and a teachers’-meeting will be conducted by the superin- 
tendent every week, on Thursday at eleven o'clock, 
which we think will be largely attended on account of 
the central location. We hope to have as teachers, now 
and then, Dr. Randolph, Dr. Van Doren, Dr. Bartlett, 
Dr. Bayliss, and others. We shall have our teachers 
take The Sunday School men as far as possible, as scon 
as we get well under way.” 


GENERAL. 

—The Sunday School Chronicle, of London, enlarged 
its size at the beginning of the present year, appeared in 
new type, and began to print regularly several new 
lesson helps. 

—tThe annual report of the New York State Sunday- 
school Association, including the proceeding of the 
twenty-third annual state convention, has been published 
for the Association by Mr. Edward Danforth, state secre- 
tary. The report makes a bound octavo volume of 148 
pages, neatly printed by Joel Munsell, the well-known 
Albany publisher. It is a model of its kind, and includes 
a great amount of useful statistical information, carefully 
gathered and conveniently presented. 


—Concerning the chairmanship of annual meetings’ 


in Methodist Episcopal Sunday-schools, The North- 
western Christian Advocate says: “ At the election of 
the Sunday-school officers in the Streator (Illinois) Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, one year ago, the pastor took the 
chair and presided during the meeting. His right to 
preside without being elected by the society was called 
in question ; but he ruled as the Discipline made him 
chairman of the visiting committee appointed by the 
quarterly conference to visit the Sunday-school, and also 
by virtue of his office as pastor he was the chairman of 
the Sunday-school society. A committee was appointed 
to lay the matter before the presiding bishop. The follow- 
ingis the decision by Bishop Peck: ‘The Discipline 
does not determine. Custom and courtesy assign the 
chair to the pastor.’ ”’ 


—lIn a recent meeting of superintendents at the Berlin 
Sunday-school convention, Pastor Prochnow, who, from 
the beginning has edited and published, at his own 
expense, two excellent papers, “ Der Sonntagsschul- 
freund,” and “Die Sonntagsschule,” was asked if he 
would not be pleased henceforth to edit them under the 
auspices of the German committee. “Thereupon 
explained Pastor Prochnow,” says the report, “how both 
papers had been established and sustained from their 
foundation by himself quite alone. He had spent labor 
and means upon them without thinking of pecuniary 
gain: a profit had not yet been realized, owing to the 
unexampled cheap price, and the cost of furnishing illus- 
trations. As a matter of course he felt a pressing need 





of help, but a committee to stand beside him would not 
help, but hinder much. If he had been obliged to work 


with one, his papers would long since have ceased to 
live.” 


—Mr. Spurgeon having completed the twenty-fifth year 
of his ministry in connection with the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, says The Christian World, of London, “the 
congregation decided to celebrate the ‘pastoral silver 
wedding’ by presenting him with a testimonial. Mr. 
Spurgeon declined to accept a gift for himself, but being 
anxious to secure an endowment for his almshouses, his 
friends set themselves to raise the necessary sum of 
£5,000. A monster bazaar has been opened in the rooms 
beneath the Tabernacle, in aid of the testimonial fund. 
The bazaar is made up of no less than forty stalls, every 
department of the Tabernacle being represented,—the 
church officers, the college, the old students, the orphan- 
age, the colportage, the college evangelists, the young 
ladies’ flower mission, the Sunday-schools, the various 
Bible classes, etc.” A later number of the same paper 
says: “The bazaar held at the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
in aid of the Spurgeon Testimonial Fund, yielded £3,400. 
The subscriptions received and promised amount to 
about £3,000, making £6,400 in all, or £1,000 in excess 
of the sum required for the endowment of the Tabernacle 
Almshouses, The testimonial will be presented to Mr. 
Spurgeon on his return from Mentone, France.” Mr. 
Spurgeon’s congregation has urged him to take three 
months’ entire rest, his health still being poor. Mr. 
Spurgeon commenced his ministry with a church-roll 
numbering 311. The poonnt membership i is 5,346. 


PERSONAL. 


—Mr. James Duryee Stevenson, favorably known as 
an efficient Sunday-school superintendent in Morristown, 
New Jersey, has removed to San Antonio, Texas, where 
he will continue in the practice of the law. Mr. Steven- 
son will find in his new field new opportunities for labor 
and some efficient fellow-workers. 


—The late E. H. Cushing, of Houston, Texas, was a 
well-known and successful Sunday-school worker in that 
state. A correspondent writes to the Galveston Daily 
News: “ Houston has sustained a great public loss in 
the death of Mr. E. H. Cushing, one of her oldest and 
most respected citizens, a man who was distinguished for 
his private virtues, admired for his public spirit, and 
universally esteemed as a true Christian gentleman. 
Coming to Houston in the time of her infancy, Mr. Cush- 
ing had ever since closely identified himself with her 
every interest. For the past twenty odd years he had 
labored as a public benefactor through the medium of the 
press, the school, and lately as a custodian of the morals 
of youths through the Presbyterian Church, of which he 
had, for some time prior to his death, been connected 
as the superintendent of its Sunday-school. During the 
life of Mr. Cushing he held many positions of distinction 
and honor; a thorough graduate of Dartmouth College, 
New Hampshire, he was a man of letters, and up to his 
death was in continual correspondence with the leading 
minds of the United States. He was an extensive pub- 
lisher, publishing among other works the Supreme Court 
Reports of Texas.” 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


eens ae oe 

Oliver Goldsmith. By William Black; David Hume. By 
Professor Huxley; Edward Gibbon. By James C. Morison. 
New York: Harper & Brothers.—These three works are 
a good example of the total disparity that may exist between 
books of the same sort. Of course the subject of a book 
greatly decides its style, but these biographers have uncon- 
sciously stamped their own images on their respective pages 
only less vividly than those of the men whom they meant to 
portray. Thus, one does not need tobe told that Gold- 
smith’s life was written by Mr. Black, for he immediately 
recognizes the fresh, clear breeze that blows through The 
Princess of Thule. Mr. Black has been eminently success- 
ful in avoiding the usual biographer’s prejudice, and gives 
both sides of the lazy, lovable, ignorant, brilliant, gambling, 
kind-hearted little doctor’s—though he had, by some hocus- 
pocus, got a diploma, it is to be feared that we might say 
quack doctor’s—character with equal fairness. Professor 
Huxley’s life of Hume, however, is a solemn, dignified, 
semi-metaphysical account of the life and doctrines of this 
skeptical philosopher, essayist, and historian. Between 
these two stands Mr. Morison’s life of Gibbon. It has 
neither Mr, Black’s raciness, nor Professor Huxley’s stateli- 
ness, but is astraightforward, well-written history of Gibbon’s 
life and works ; devoting, as is proper, a great deal of space 
to his chief work, The Decline and Fall of the Roman 





Empire. (l6mo, cloth, pp. vii, 152; vi, 206; vi, 184. 
Price of each, 75 cents.) 

Wall Map D, International Series of Sunday-school Maps. 
St. Louis: A. H. Eilers.—This map is entitled “ Western 
Asia,” and shows Mesopotamia and the surrounding coun- 
tries, from the Mediterranean to the Caspian Sea and Per- 
sian Gulf. There is also on the sheet a plan of Ancient 
Jerusalem. It is a useful outline map, with lettering plain 
enough for a room of moderate size. It is rather difficult, 
however, to say to what epoch the divisions of countries 
belong ; though ancient and modern names of places are 
distinguished by a difference in type. (Size 38 by 48 inches. 
Fine white muslin, countries colored. Soehurting $2.00.) 


Bryant’s History of the United States is to be published 
asa serial, in fifty parts, at fifty cents each, by Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 

The fourth volume of the Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott’s New 
Testament Commentary will be on the Gopsel of John. It 
is nearly ready. 


The forthcoming life of the late John E. Vassar is to be 
written by the Rev. F. E. Vassar. It will be published by 
the American Tract Society in the spring, it is hoped. 

The essays and addresses at the recent Prophetic Confer- 
ence in New York are to be published in February, by 
F. H. Revell, of Chicago, in a 12mo volume of 450 pages. 
The volume is authorized by a committee of the Conference, 
and will be prepared under the editorship of the Rev. Dr. 
Nathaniel West. 


We have often wondered why some one did not establish, 
for these times, a magazine of the handy size with which our 
grandfathers were familiar. Here is such a periodical, at 
last, in The Library Magazine of Select Foreign Literature, 
5x64 inches in size, containing 126 neatly printed pages, and 
published monthly at a dollar a year, or ten cents a number. 
The selections are well chosen, and embrace both interesting 
and instructive articles from current English periodical 
literature. There ought to bea field for a cheap eclectic 
magazine like this. The Library Magazine is published by 
the American Book Exchange, 55 Beekman St., New York. 


The current number of Sunday Afternoon came to hand 
too late for notice with the other February magazines, last 
week. Mr. J.B. T. Marsh writes a forcible article, which 
is well worth reading, on the moral, social, and personal 
effect of reading Sunday dailies. Paper Roses is a pretty 
story by Sarah O. Jewett. Ministers’ Hobbies are discussed 
by Mr. W. M. F. Round, who concludes that the cure for 
such of them as are injurious is to be found in more entire 
consecration. “God grant the cure,” says Mr. Round, “to 
every man who is trying to ride into the kingdom of heaven 
on a poor single humanly devised idea.’ The Avenger of 
Blood is a story embodying a Japanese idea, by the Rev. 
W. E. Griffis, until lately a resident of Japan. Mrs. C. H. 
Dall writes of Mrs. Jameson, whose acquaintance she 
enjoyed. Miss Helen Campbell continues her accounts of 
evangelistic work among the lower classes of New York. 
The editorial departments are vigorous and readable, and 
the devotional pages entitled The Still Hour are an impor- 
tant contribution to a kind of literature too often neglected, 
even in religious periodicals. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


The Natural History of the Agricultural Ant of Texas; a monograph of 
the its, architecture and structure of Pogonomyrmex barbatus. By 
Henry Christopher McCook. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 311; plates 
xxiv. Philadelphia: Academy of Natural Sciences Price, 4.00 


— Syeqevme explained in Alphabetical Order. By George 
rabb, A. M. (New edition, with additions and corrections.) 12mo, 
cloth, eons 856. New York: ‘Harper & Brothers. 


Hume. By Professor Huxley. (English Men of Letters.) 12mo, cloth, 
pp. vi, 206. The same. Price, 75 cents. 


—— > By William Black. (English Men of Letters.) 12mo, cloth, 
vii, 152. Thesame. Price, 75 cents. 


An vscctnastrer Episode. By Henry James, Jr. (Harper's Half-Hour 
Series.) 32mo, paper, pp. 136. Thesame. Price, 20 cents. 

The Adventures of Ulysses. By Charles Lamb. 
Series.) 32mo, paper, pp. 159. The same, 

An Eye for an Eye. A novel. 
Square Library.) 4to, sewed, pp. 3. The same. 


Man and Wife. A novel. By Wilkie Collins. (Franklin Square 
Library.) 4to, sewed, pp. 113. Thesame. Price, 15 cents. 


A Time for Every Thing. 32mo, cloth, pp. 0. The same. 


Handbook of Sunday-school Union Organization, state, 
county, city, and township. By E. Payson Porter. 
mo, “cloth, limp, pp. 68. Chicago: C. H. Howard & Co. 


Price, $2.50. 


( Harpe r’s Half-Hour 
Price, 25 cents. 
4 Anthony Trollope. Crenkita 
Price, 10 cents. 


orovincial, 
ith maps. 


Gospel Gems; hymns and music for gospel meetings, etc. 
ren Bentley. 12mo, paper, pp. 112. Boston: 
Price, 30 cents. 


By W. War- 
George D. Russell. 


Soldier and Pioneer; a biographical sketch of Lieutenant Colonel Rich- 
ard C, Anderson, of the Continental Army. By E. L. Anderson. 
Sm. 4to, cloth, pp. 63. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Price, $1.00, 


A Glossary of Biological, Anatomical, and Physiological yr By 
nomes Dunman, Lmo, cloth, pp. vi, 161. New York: D, Apple 
ton 50. 


The Multitudinous Seas. By S. G. W. Benjamin. L[llustrated. (Apple- 
tons’ New Handy Volume Series.) lémo, paper, pp. 132. The same, 
Price, 25 cents. 


tes ~ of Nazareth ; who was he, ond what is he now? By William Pat- 
D.D. 16mo, cloth, pp. xvi, 30. New Y ork: Robert Carter & 
aoe Price, $1.25 


Bel-Marjory; A Tale. By L.T. Meade. 1é6mo, cloth, pp. 380, The same, 
Price, #35. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. 
The regular edition this week is 27,800 copies. 
Advertisers are free to examine the subscrip- 
tion list at any time. Uniform advertising 
rate for ordinary advertisements 15 cents per 
agate line for each and every insertion. 





A Cough, Cold, or Sore Throat should 
not be neglected. “ Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” are a simple remedy, and will 
generally give immediate relief. 


Get the Best. Therefore send for speci- 
men copies Labor of Love and Food for 
Lambs, choice Sunday-sohool papers. 
Edwin A. Wilson, Springfield, [linois, 
Publisher. 


FURNITURE. Probably one of the lar- 
gest and best selected stocks of church 
furniture to be found in any one establish- 
ment in this country is now at Paine’s, 
on Canal Street. Hundreds of our best 
mechanics are furnished employment by 
this manufactory. They also import 
largely from Europe, and do a close 
cash business, not giving or asking credit. 
This enables them to furnish the very 
best work at the very lowest price at 
which it can be produced. Strangers visit- 
ing our city will find this a valuable place 
to spend hours in examining work of 
home and foreign manufacture. See their 
new illustrated price list.—From Boston 
Journal, Jan. 22. 


“SPECIAL NOTICES. 


KANTNER’S Book of a for children. Over 
000 engravings. Price, = Lee & Walker, 113 
estnut Street, Philadelp ja. 
HxERoxs OF CHARITY. By JamuEs F. Coss, F. G. 
R. 8S. An interesting and ennobling work of real life, 
describing the achievements of seven of the most effi- 
Py friends of meng O 232 pp. te 4 werevine. 
80 cts. By Amer Societ oP ie 
tory, 1512 Ghestanut t Bt. 9 _— Sena’ 4 eae 0 
TUust ustrated Christian ian Weekl; 











HE PHILADELPHIA NORMAL CLASS meets 

y Ray f Monday evening at8 o'clock, in the Assembly 

the Presbyterian Board of "Publication, 1334 

Chestnut Street. Leader, Rev. J. A. Worden. All 

superintendents, officers, and teachers, and those ex- 
pecting to be teachers are welcomed. 


carvan: b. ~ 52 questions with 








The “ BIBLE CATECHISM.” 
Bible answers. Specially adapted to Infant and 
Primary Classes. Single copies, 7c. J. M. HUDNUT, 
346 346 Broadway, New York City. 


SAMPLES 8. 8. ‘PAPERS free B. ‘Griffith, Phila. 
Read the NEW YORK SUN. 
READ THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. 





FIFTY WRITERS. 


Fifty of the more prominent contributors to Tae Sunpay Scnoor Times 
during the past three years are named below. This list shows something of the 


standing of The Sunday School Times 


among the religious papers of the land, 


and the readers of the paper may safely count it a fair indication of what is to 


be expected in the future. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 
PROF. TAYLER LEWIS, D.D. 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D. 
PROF. D. R. GOODWIN, D.D. 
PROF. W. C. WILKINSON, D.D. 
PROF. T. W. COIT, D.D. 
PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D. 
PROF. W. 8. PLUMER, D.D. 
PROF. J. L. M. CURRY, D.D. 
PROF. M. B. RIDDLE, D.D. 
PROF. JOHN 8. HART, LL.D. 
PROF. C. A. YOUNG, PH.D. 


EDWARD EGGLESTON. 
CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER. 
PAUL H. HAYNE. 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 
ROSE TERRY COOKE. 
MARGARET J. PRESTON. 

BENSON J. LOSSING, LL.D. 
WASHINGTON GLADDEN. 


PRESIDENT R. B. HAYES. 
EX-PRESIDENT U.S. GRANT. 
SIR CHARLES REED. 
GEN. J. R. HAWLEY, 
GEN. Oo. 0. HOWARD. 


~WEMPLE & 


J.C. MIDDLETON, - 


ART PUB 


BISHOP A. C. COXE, D.D. 
BISHOP E. pk SCHWEINITZ, D.D. 
W. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 
HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
JOHN HALL, D.D. 
C. 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 
WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, D.D. 
THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D. 
RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 


Pres. JOHN F. HURST, D.D. 
Pres. W. W. PATTON, D.D. 
Pres. PAUL A. CHADBOURNE, LL.D. 
Pres. E. M. GALLAUDET, LL.D. 
Pres. H. G. WESTON, D.D. 
Pres, G. W. C. LEE, LL.D. 
WILLIAM C. PRIME, LL.D. 
ELIHU BURRITT. 


JOSEPH COOK. 
DWIGHT L. MOODY. 
IRA D. SANKEY. 
JOHN B. GOUGH. 
EDWARD KIMBALL. 


‘KRONHEIM. 


Manager, 


LISHERS, 


Salesroom, 79 White St. Factory, 536, 538, and 540 Pearl St., New York. 


We are able to offer to the Trade FLORAL ILLUMINATED and PICTORIAL CARDS in la 
BIRTHDAY, ADVERTISING CARDS, and many other purposes. 


adapted for EASTER. 
specialty of the most attractive 


varieties: 
e make a 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DAY SCHOOL REWARD CARDS, 


At prices which offer 
for = en at their Booksellers’ and Stationers’. 
annie. 

In introducin 
our varieties, and shall produce many novelties. 


reat inducements to Superintendents and Teachers, and they are recsmmented toapply 
INISH and QUALITY our goods are the FINEST IMPORTED, and lower in price than the best 


ourselves to the Trade as Art Publishers, we would state that we shall constantly increase 








GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 





~ Use “ Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” 


~ Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. Y 





In Styles to suit all hands, 
may be had of all dealers 
throughout the WORLD. 





AGENTS WANTED. 





_ PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. 
Library n numbers, Van Everen, 191 Fulton Bt., N, x 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 


The “ Automatic” Sewing “Machine is the best. 


Collins’ ‘Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y. 
Beatty’ s Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington. N. J. 
_ Charles § Scribner’s Sons, 743 Broadway, N.Y. 
~ WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 
~ 11 Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. 


J.L. eS & Co., ee of Leisure Hours, N. Y. 


Raney or 500 Deealeoma 
300 Fz tien. Se Curtis Henry ~ afliinesy “< Phila 
USTER' » BON MARCHE” vf 
N. 8th Street. Phila. ey sent by 
A. ove Van tanien Montclair, N. J.— —Exhibitions, Lec- 
tures, Museum; for Conventions, 8. 8S. and Y.M. C 


JERUSALEM. eae iews, forS.S. aioe 


Single, 20 cts.; dozen, $2.25. 
Catalogue, 3 cts. A. O. Van Lennep, Monte air, N. J. 


2! of the Prettiest Oards you ever saw, with p»me, 
ine. noat-naid. Geo. T. Rwen & Co.. Nassan. N.Y 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


Will be sent to all Teachers sending their names and 
dresses to New England Conservatory of Music, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


A CHRISTMAS PRESENT EvERY MONTH. St. Nich- 





olas, the handsomest children’s ne in the 
world. Lng ~ now and make the ldren happy 
for a $8.00 a year. 25 cents a number. 


Prive. 
Scribner & & Co., 748 ‘Broadway. New York. 


~ ‘The Magazine for the People and their Children! _ 


Wide Awake for 1879. 


More popular than ever! Doubled its subscription 
list! If you have not seen it, send 10 cents for the Feb- 
ruary number and subscribe. Read “ The Dogberry 
Bunch” and see how little Jack Dogberry ended the 
Labor Strike. Three jolly serials: “The Dogberry 
Bunch,” ‘Royal Low rie’s Last Year at St. Olaves,” 

* Don Quixote, Jr., ‘* American Artists” series,‘ Poets’ 
Homes” series, bright, short = ae. 
fully illustrated. oy 0a ye 
‘OTH ROP & On “Boston. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Publisher of the Labor of Love is prepared to 
furnish this excellent paper in a semi-monthly or 
weekly edition, made up of back numbers, pure and 
fresh, just as good as the current number, at the fol- 
lowing low rate. These papers are not dated, and can 
be used at any time. 

Semi-monthly, 100 copies, one year, $28.00. 
Weekly, 100 copies, one year, $52.00. 
10 or more copies, same rate per year. 


_Get specimen. Epwin A. WILSON, Springfield, ql. 
Gerst, 14 for 
S E house Plants by 

mail. Ca‘ale 


po vat paid. 
free, J.T. Phillips & Son, West Grove, Chester Co., 


i beauti- 


#2, ding & Green- 





GENTS WANTED 


FOR THE 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S 


Illustrated Bible History. 


Over 140,000 copies ordered in advance of 
publication. 
The best and easiest book to sell. 
This work contains an interesting account of the 


great events mentioned in the Old and New Testa- 
—. ag lives of the Patriarchs, Judges, Kings, and 


CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES, 
And of the remarkable women and children men- 
tioned in the Sacred Volume. 


ILLUSTRATED WITH acral STEEL 
ENGRAVING 


For terms and territory apply to 


THE HENRY BILL PUBLISHING CO., 
NORWICH, CONN. 


WANTED, AGENTS FOR THE 


ERRORS OF ROMANISM. 


The best book ever published, being a complete ex 
sition of this base em, which ensiaves. degrade, 
and fate and OY pepubite, Pe * yok to 


Every person who oolean eedom should have this 
work. Address for for si Crt 


-= CHAMBERS, St. Louis, Mo. 


. make quick sales and the best 
AG EN’ profits selling our New Books, 
PGolden Thoughts on Mother, 


Moony? and Heaven.” “Curiosities of the Bible.” 
M ’s Authorized Sermons. Bibles, etc. Dilanes ob 
for fall particulars. EB. TREAT, Publisher 
Broadway, N.Y 


ents wanted for Comprehensive Commentary 
Ad A. D. Worthington & Co., Hartford. Conn. 


THE DICTIONARY OF PHRASE 
AND FABLE. 

Giving'the Derivation, Source and Origin of Common 
Phrases, Allusions and words that have a Tale to 
tell. By Rev. E. CopHam BREWER, LL.D. Fourth 
edition. Crown 8vo.. 1014 pages, cloth. $3.50; f 


calf, : 

s e above book can be had at any bookstore, or 
will be sent by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of the 
price. by the nblishers. 

‘TO. See oy & HAFFELFINGER, 
626, and 628 Market St., Phila 
Wa “{ CULLEN BRYANTS Latest Com: Jet 
Work. Address, Fords, Howard, & Hulbert, 


“« 















176 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 


CLERGY 
MEN, Svu- 
PERINTEN- 


the best MUSIC 
BOOK ever published. 
Contains 176 pages of the 
choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H: 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersintheland. S'n- 
ce “Shana — $3.60 per dozen—3n, pe 
¥ ER & BROT 
Publishers, YORK, PAs) ne 


CALVARY SONGS. 


By T. E. PERKINS and 

Rev. CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 
Author of Songs for the Sanctuary. 

Both words and music are of a high order, and those 


who have used the book most, pronounce it superior 


to any other for Sunday-school use. Sample copy 35 

cents, or $30 per 100. Published and for sale by the 
American Sunday School Union, 

73 aoe St., Chicago. 











AM 
And LESSON WHISPER b SONGS for 79 
RICHEST COLLECTION of Songs for infant Classes. 


Selections from_over 500 New Pieces. Word Edi- 
ion, in Large Type, for Scholars. Sample Copy 
Music Edition Mailed on receipt of 25 cents. 

DAVID C. COOK, Publisher, Chicago. 


BEFORE BUYING OR RENTING 


CABINET OR PARLOR ORGAN 


Be sure to send for our LATEST CaTaLoevus and Crr- 
CULARS with NEW STYLES, REDUCED PKICES and 
much information. Sent free. MASON & HAMLIN 
ORGA AN CO., Boston, New York, or Chicago. 


EARPER'S © 1S CATALOGUE FREE on oo 





NATIONAL QUARTERLY REVIEW, 


TWENTIETH YEAR, 


SECOND SERIES. 
A Scientific, Literary, and Critical Journal. Each 
number containing 208 pages. Published in 
July, October, January, and April. 


DAVID A. GORTON, M. D., Eprror. 
CHAS. H. WOODMAN, Associate Epiror. 
CONTENTS FOR JANUARY, 1879: 

I. Ideal Commonwealths. 
II. The Battle-Field of England and Russia. 
III. Matter, Life, and Mind. 
IV. War-Indebtment: its Limitations and 
- Dangers. 
V. Voltaire and the French Revolution. 
VI. The Ecclesiastical Question in Italy. 
VII. Condition and Prospects of the Southern 
States. 
VIII. The Development of Art. 
LX. Alzog’s Church History. 
X. Bibliography: Reviews and Criticisms. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


“* It is at once the most learned, most brilliant, and 
most attractive of all their (the American) periodi- 


cals.’’— London Spectator. 
“ It certainly exhibits high culture and marked abil- 
— London Saturday Review. 


“More than a year ago we ranked it with the best 
of our own quarterlies, and it certainly has ag lagged 
since in ability or vigor.” — y 
“This Review stands unrivaled in America, for all 
that constitutes are of the first order. -Canadian Post. 
“ The articles are of the first order for vigor, compre- 
hensiveness, and ability.”"— National Inte neer. 
“The most animated and vigorous of a 
terlies, and will sustain a com hn with the best 
European publications of its class. Its contributors 
rank among the most noted men of the age.”’—Boston 


our quar- 


Traveler. 
“This Review certainly stands now atthe head of 
American critical literature, and is so esteemed in 


Te. —Phila. Press. 
11 conducted, ably written, ms. more than all, 
interestingly useful.” —Phiia. Inquir 

“ One of the most useful and valuable literary organs 
within reach of the American reader.”’— Chicago 
une. 


“Tt combines great learning with Ne al of style and 
fearless utterance.’’— Boston Journal. 

“ This is the ablest Ty in the country. It is 
conservative, but not ane SAN ; scholarly, but not pe- 
dantic; learned, and si 1 practical.’ ’— Portland A 

“ It surpasses most — in the depth and reach 
of its investigation. elaborate articles on govern- 
ment, jurisprudence and ethics are a the ablest 
that find expression anywhere. ...A e of ty 


pom poety: beauty; its pages are book- ike i in m dignity 
its character eminent among the thinkers 
of the country, and its place in literature distinct and 
important.” — Methodist Recor 
Subscriptions are respectfully solicited. 
TERMS: $4 per year; $1 single number. 
Reasonable discount to the trade. 
DAVID A. GORTON & CO., 
PUBLISHERS, 
51 Marpen Lang, New York. 
_ Agents want wanted in | every city | in the Union. 


WORCESTER’S 
THE STANDARD. 


“The best English writers and the most particular 
American writers use WORCESTER as their author- 
ity.”—New York Herald. 

“ ‘The best existing English Lexicon.’’—London 


The standard vade-mecum of the correspondent and 
reader. 


WORCESTER’S 
POCKET DICTIONARY. 


Profusely Illustrated. With hinge, A Dees and 
Rules. 310 pages. ee Clot 
cen 


For the School, the ne Office and the Counting- 


WORCESTER’S 
COMPREHENSIVE DICTIONARY. 


roomy Illustrated. With Valuable Appention. 
608 pages. 12mo. _Half Roan, $1.75. 


For the Family | and t the Library. 


WORCESTER’S 
QUARTO DICTIONARY. 


Fully Illustrated and Unabridged. 1854 es. Libra: 
f Sheep, Marbled Edges. tid 00. wad 


For sale by all Booksellers, or delivered free o1 
expense, on receipt of price, by the Publishers, 


J, B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Philadelphia. 


bes THE LATEST 
SUNDAY MORNING 








SERMONS 
BY 
Rev.C. H. Spurgeon & Rev. Dr. Talmage 


ARE PUBLISHED EVERY WEEK IN THE 


CHRISTIAN HERALD and Signs of 
Our Times. 


$1.50 perannum. Sample copies free. Agents wanted. 
JOS. SPURGEON, 63 Bible House, New York. 


We nn ‘ 
FOOD FOR LAMBS. 
For the Primary Classes. Nothing superior. Sim 
le story of the Internationa! Lessons, Weekly, 
Fine illustrations 10 or more copies, per year, 25 cents 
per copy. Send for specimen. 
EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Dlinois. 


LABOR OF LOVE. 


Get it for your Sunday -school. Monthly, Finely 
illustrated. Simple gospel. Nothing trasby. 
10 or more copies, per year, 16 cents @ Copy. 
Send for specimen. 
EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, [inois. 


In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, yeu will oblige the publisher, as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 





advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 








. 
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_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


THE SUNDAY / SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 copies, - - - - $2 15 each. 
* eee A 242 1 
30 Copies and upwards,- - - 165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


a mbsoribor has paid i to what date 
be are wil ont to send tt, ae ee 
be stopped at oS ane Oa, 
subse 20 desires, gph 1 the 

Superintendents has 


been disco: “incontinned. The Ay single subscribers 
in now §2.15, the lowest price at which It can be afforded. 
becriptons rate be received for any portion of a 


early 
las tan: made at any time to ada, at the 
rate at whee the club, as Arat / ould be 

to subscribe anew. Such sub- 


seal 
same time with the club as 


time 


ns. 
to have direction of a paper 

id be e careful to —q—yt— 4. post- 
office to Which they wish it went, bat aino e one to 
which t has been sent. 1 addresses should include 
A ~ writing to renew either B Gpete on or club 

ny person 

subscri , in connection on with which his e has 
not been kn 


to the pub will pienso 
give the name of nito whom paper or 
ngve haseiasee sent. 
friends, Wa Pty 4 Hy LR. 4 
py 
ay 


SUPERINTENDENTS? PAPER, $ .50. 


to su tendents 
oabtareres % Sedeeyt ape, oreeesters 
tonchers al scholars not access. It is published 


have 
mony ont TL sent, ys of ita price, only 
it Clans nanistant superin 


tendons (Belang the later cl ts meeting in 


rate rooms), and who, £3 state that 


your renewal p ay io & itendents’ 
rites Please ment Tmention the you have 
for The ool Times, ‘s given on the 


yellow address yn 


THE WEEKLY Y LESSON LEAF, 


= oes one month, $ .60. 
“one year, - 7.20, 
_ = than 100 copies a at same rate, 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
_ 2 oy three months, - 25. 
‘ one year, 5.00. 
"ess than 100 coples atthe same rate. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish pox receive any 





of these publications, can make paymen r the same 
EX n money rey order. b payable at interne to John D. 
School Times, one year, - - 9shillings, 

The Su beng ened Paper, one year, - : shillings. 
The Scho! tare Quarterly, one year 8. 6d. 

These tates include postage, which is suesall at this 
o o. 

Letters Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be roof 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 


LIFE INSURANCE ©O., of oy ae 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, 280,723. 
THE PENN isa purely M mpany. AU ot its 
surplus premiums are - Aa to the members oraey 
year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest possible 
rates. All policies non-forfeitable for “thelr value. 
Endowment ts i issued at life rates. ENTS 
WANTED. to H, 8. STEPHENS, Vice Preah 
dent, 921 Chestnut R beset. 3 Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Capirad, 970.0000. wick Ky Assets, $1,704,481.36, 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President.' 
WM. MG CRO 


WELL, Ya datt Booretary 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Ase't le 


BOOK OF GUMM ED 


HOUSEHOLD LABELS. 


This Book contains gummed and ready for use over 
650 labels for Household Stores, .— —— H, pee 
assortment of Jellies, Preserves, es, 
Medicines, etc., in fact labels for et ~K.. article Sean 
in the family. The book also contains ten tags ready 
for use, for sastieta, ice 35 cents, prepaid 
by mail. Agents wan ed in every town. 

CORNELL & SHELTON, from to 3) Con 
These labels are in Se vom to 30 of a kind, 
according to usual househ 


» ete, 





USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
placed in the binder week by week, thus 
keeping the file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


If you want a 
permanent pert m the 


cheap edition, in clear open oP e, pie 
introduction. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


AMERICAN & FOREIGN 


Teachers’ Agency. 
23 Union Square, New York. 


Supplies Families, Schools, and Colleges with compe 
tent Instructors. Call on or address Miss M. J. Youne. 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, 





Collegiate, and Preparatory depart- 


ments, Electivestudies. Admits both sexes. No saloon 
temptations. Best of religious inftuences. Thorough | 
and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and iibrary fees only 
$27 a year. Over 1,000 students. Spring term, March 
12, Fall term, September 4. For circulars address 
J. B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O 

OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Under 
the College management. First-class teachers. Ex- 
penses low. Class instruction or private lessons, as 
preferred. AS ahome for students, Oberlin is unsur- 
passed for healthfulness and religious and intellectual 

*. Address Professor F. B. Rice. 


advantage 


OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 

4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages one t a thoroug' h education. Refers by 
mission to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of a Sun- 
y School Times, and Rev. 8. W. Dane. 1 Pine 
Street, Philadelphia For circulars, ad 


MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 

DAMS ACADEMY, QUINCY, M pe 
a 
a 


> boys for our best Golleges. ‘Ty Aiton, 
7 For catal es and information apply to the Master, 
Oenes A TLLIAM EVERETT. PhD. 


at the School House, 


Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
80 UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 
Supplies GOOD teachers with petitions, lication 
form for stamp. Supplies Schools an ies with 
Competent Instructors WITH! HOUT OMARG 
T, COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 
30 Union Square, NN. ¥. 
(\INCINNATI WESLEY AN FEMALE CO 
Best advantages ls in ieneteee, Science, Spon 
Painting, W: roaryine, and 
REV DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President, 


OF KLOCUTION, AND 
J. W. Shoemaker, A. M., Pres. 








-ATIONAL SCHOOL 
Oratory, Philad’a. 


- | Hours Masical Instruction 
New England Conservato ee 
Hall, Boston. E. Tourjée, Director 
ARIS. —Madlle. Du y’s Finishing School, Bou- 
logne, Seine, n car Pore. ighly recommended 
by Parents of former Pupils. trent t term tobegin J an.8 





CHURCH FURNITURE. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin 
for Churches, Sc ools, Fire 
Alarms, Farms,etce, Fu.iy 
WARRANTED. 


Catalogue 
sent Free. VANDUZEN & TIFT, Oincinnati, 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Bees ee er New York, 


special atten pn a given to 5 aHURG 1 SELLS. 
ogues sent free. 
J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS, BTC. 
Silk and Gold §. §. Banners, $5.00 each- 
Send for Circular,59 Carmine St.N.Y 














Psy CENTS FOR INTRODUCTION. 


nand Tune Book for the Sunday-school or prayer-meeting, of a more 
popular ones so much in use of late, we would call attention to our 
Hymns and Songs for Social can Sabbath Worship, edited by Drs. HitcHcoc K, Eppy, and 
SCHAFF, containing 300 pages, 660 h —, 300 tunes and chants, of which we have "just issued a 
rmly bownd in boards, at the low price of 65 cents for 
T he cheapest Ih, ymn and Tune Book ever published in this country. 


ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., 900 Broadway. cor. 20th St., New York. 


A Specimen Copy will be sent on the receipt of 65 cents. 


| rank with the best. 








Circulars free. 


LOOK OUT FOR 
ita. ce 
Musical Societies, BOOK Ot 

ANTHEMS, 


Conventions, etc. 


The works LA Mr. Palmer are 
the most popular of their kind, 
and the Book OF ANTHEMS will 





a H. R. PALMER. 
Send One Dollar for One Copy by 
Mail, Post-paid. Ready in 
BIGLOW & MAIN, | JANUARY 
76 East Ninth St., New York. 1879 
73 Randolph St., Chicago. fu. 


GOSPEL HYMNS No, @ 


ISA 


Pronounced Success! 


GOSPEL HYMNS No.1 and No. 2 


Have been used with great ee in the Sunday- 
schools, as well asin = eetings, Devotional 
Meetings, and Temperance Meetings all over the land. 


GOSPEL HYMNS No. 3 


Is full of New and Tneyiring Songs, and wiil prove a 
worthy supplement to No. 1 and No, 2 in the 


SERVICE OF SACRED SONG. 


Booksellers throughout the United States sell the 
Gospei Hymns. Ifyoucannot get them in your neigh- 
horhood, send at once to either of the publishers. 











Price Music Edition, $30 per 100 ; 35 cents by Mail. 
Words Only, paper covers, $5 per 100; 6 cts. by Mail. 


John Church & Co, | Biglow & Main, 


CINCINNATI. E. 9th St., New York. 
THE 


“Gospel Male Choir”’ 


By JAS. McGRANAHAN, 


The distinguishing feature of this new book, is that 
every piece is arranged for men’s voices, thus filling a 

lace heretofore unoccupied, and furnishing the means 

‘or such inspiring music as is referred to in the follow- 
ing 





CARD FROM MR. MOODY: 


™ I cordially recommend Mr. McGranahan’s 
book of Gospel Songs arranged for Male Voices 
for use in Ge pel Services. 
“T regard the singing of appropriate pieces, 
sach as are found in this book, by a Male 
Chorus, as the most inspiring and effective music 
I have ever heard. D. L. MOOD 
THE 


“GOSPEL MALE CHOIR” 


Contains the most useful of the older Gospel Songs, 
and a largesupply of new ones never before published 
in any form, Allare easily arranged and kept well 
within the compass of Male Voices. 


Price of GOSPEL MALE CHOIR 50 cents by mail— 
$5 a dozen, by express. Specimen pages free. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
805 Broadway. | eA CINCINNATI, Oo. 
Scts. Scts. Scts. Scts. Scts. Scts. 5 


WELCOME SONCS 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 
Just Issued from Press. 
TWO FACTS. 














Set C Complete i in Apo ok at 3s 
Sett Complete in Plush, . . 


Made in solid black walnut and finished in the most 
elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 per sett. 
Pew cushions, 35 cts., to $1.25 per foot. Church, Chapel, 
and Sunday-school Furniture on hand of the latest 
and most approved patterns,jor made to order at short 
notice. Photographs, with Price List, sent by mail if 
applied for. 


Paine’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
AnD 141 FRIEND STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


EetTeh as Ce SoEr WARM. SAVE FUEL, 


Keeps out Cold, Wind anc ust. 
cLEXIB : StopeRarriise. No Mould! ings, 
No Waste. Saat aPr_r 

_ Sample packare 25 feet 75 cts. 

paid st selling article for 

ee, male or female. 


YEATHER 
Si R | P. Gress Flexible Weather Strip 








i} 


FREST 


| —— USE—— 


phar nse. N.Y. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMB 


Best and Chea t, Satisfacti 
Soldivre pes action guaranteed, 


* Lambs on 


NS order FREE, 
HAS. M. 


Manuf'r. r, 





610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 











. Fourth nen 
ix Finn Strooe OT. LOUIS. 
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rst—Most books issued by one or two authors 
will, of necessity, contain many hymns “good 
enough to fill up”, but of no special merit. 
2d—Few schools use more than from twenty to 
twenty-five hymns from any book. y pay 
for so much waste material ? 

Wetcome Soncs gives you about fifty hymns 
with music (enough % or any school) made up of! 
gems from the leading authors, mostly new. 


Price only $5.00 per 100 Copies. 
Single Copy, post free, 10 Cents. 
Send for Specimen Copy, and judge of its merits. 
F. H. REVELL. Publisher, 


148 & 150 Madison St., Chicago. 
cts. 5cts. Scts- 5cts. S5cts. Scts. 5 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


THE CROWNING TRIUMPH. 


A new and very choice collection of 


SACRED SONGS AND GOSPEL HYMNS, 


By the most popular and successful word and eniite 
writers, for ener se HOOLS, PRAISE M&KETINGS, 
etc. Price in boards, 35 cents, $30 ay hundred, 
Specimen copy, 25 cents. Specimen pages free. 


KA.NORTHA(O. 


PUBLISHERS AND MUSIC DEALERS, 





WORTH REPEATING. 


TO-MORROW. 


[R. J. O., in The Methodist.] 


“To-morrow !’”’ wept the watcher, as she knew 
That death had claimed her dearest as his 
due— 


“Oh, bitter waking! Oh, the joyless day!” 


“To-morrow ! ” dying 
breath, 

Viewing the timeless life that starts from death— 
“Only to-morrow, and we meet for aye!”’ 


murmured he, with 


RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES 
OF CHILDREN. 


{The Rev. Joseph H. Twichell, in The Hartford Reli- 
gious Herald. | 


THE 


In speaking ou this theme, I limit child- 
hood to those years in which the subjects 
of religious experiences, if there are such, 

are not able to recognize those experiences 
as religious. 

First, then, what are religious experi- 
ences? But before that, what is religion? 
It is a divine life, a life from God, in the 
soul of man. That is the substance of it, 

the nature of it. And religious experience, 

therefore, is the experience of divine life 
in the soul. May children, then, have 
oa = experience? Yes, if they have 
But how young may children have 
veligioes experience, that is, who are prop- 
erly children in the case? 

It is our habit to divide the age of 
childhood into two periods. First, the 
period of infancy; second, the period 
extending from the close of infancy, wher- 
ever that may be, onward to the beginning 
ot youth, wherever that may be. “The 
principle on which the division is made 
seems to be as vaguely determined as the 
point at which it is made. As regards all 
the elements of our compound human 
nature, there is no difference between 
infancy and the rest of childhood, except 
difference in the degree of development. 

The child six years old has nothing that 
the child six months or six weeks old has 
not, except teeth—no, not teeth, for the 
least babe has teeth hid in its jaw and uses 
them before they come out, in extracting 
the sincere mother’s milk whereby it 
grows. I do not see how or where you can 
can draw a separating line through the 
ranks of childhood, that has any warrant 
whatever, or that is of any significance in 
relation to the matter before us. Either all 
children are capable of religious experi- 
ence, or none are. 

Now, when the proposition is brought for- 
ward that an infant is capable of religious 
experience, it is apt to seem to us, having 
at least one eye on our theology, very 
absurd at first, in fact almost a trifling with 
the subject of religion. 

To be sure, Christians have always, as 
by instinct, prayed for the descent of 
spiritual gifts upon their little children. 
What our Lord did and said when he 
blessed the infants that were brought to 
him, has ever been accepted as authorizin 
such a prayer. It is a very precious faith 
of the heart, wrought into the lullaby that 
I suppose was sung over most of us in our 
cradles, that there are “heavenly bless- 
ings” for babes, that is, spiritual blessings 
—but religious experience—it is going too 
far to speak of that. And yet, my dear 
friends, if an experience of spiritual bless- 
ings is not a religious experience, what 
is it? 

Of course, the realm of infancy, in its 
spiritual phase, is, in one sense, an unknown 
region to us. We can enter it neither by 
memory, nor by observation, nor by com- 
munication, Still, we may probably infer 
some things about it. Going back to the 
definition of religion, we set out with—that 
it is the life of God in the soul—and con- 
sidering furthermore, that, in all cases, 
religious experience is a divine work, I can- 
nut see why infancy should be held out- 
side the pale of it. Suppose it is an 
unknown region to us, it is not therefore 
so to God. Suppose we lack the power of 
spiritual communication with it, being not 
great enough to stoopso low, is God detained 
by the same inability? Why should not 
God, by his Spirit. have to do with the 
soul of a little child? It cannot be said 
that there is nothing for him to operate 
upon. For, in the first place, is an intel- 
lect, in a germ state, it is true, but an 
intellect, with rudimentary thoughts. And 
then, there is also a germinant moral 
nature, with a rudimentary will, and, it is 
to be presumed, conscience, or, if you 
please, moral sense,—everything, the whole 
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but only relatively undeveloped. And 
though we are not great enough, God is 
~ enough to enter into transaction with 
the inner being of that child. He can 
perfectly adapt himself to its capacity, to 
the small measure of its mind and heart; 
he can talk with it and make himself 
understood by it. Is it hard to believe that 
he does it? Harder, it seems to me, not to 
believe it. 

Do you pity a little child? Answer the 
frequent sigh of the happiest mother as she 
muses upon the babe at her breast, think- 
ing of the liabilities, the exposures, of the 
life before it. And does not God pity it? 
Moreover, it is his way to condescend. 
Littleness and weakness appeal to him with 
very special force, as we areassured. Andso 
the my pee of a divine spiritual minis- 
try to the age of what we call unconscious 
infancy, resulting in experiences that are 
in their nature religious, has very much to 
support it. That we cannot presently mark 
or describe these experiences is nothing 
against the fact. If it be said that the 
passive condition of infancy precludes the 
idea of that spiritual cooperation with 
God, upon which the work of his grace 
depends, I reply or repeat that it is not 
passive, but only re/atively passive. There 
is a will on the human side in the case. 

But is the measure of the spiritual gift 
of God ever determined by the measure of 
the action put forth to acquire it? By no 
means. edo not pretend that we, any 
of us, know what to pray for as we ought. 
God alone comprehends all that salvation 
means—all that it requires. It is our joy- 
ful belief, drawn from God’s word, that 
where the heart is yielded to him he enters 
in to do for us exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think. The fact is, 
none of us is practically any larger than an 
infant to him. 

But leaving infancy, let us pass on to that 
stage of childhood, in which, in its moral 
phenomena, it is somewhat open to our 
observation, and is morally somewhat more 
within our reach. I shall not add much 
under this head. All that has been 
advanced applies still, as I look at it. For 
the childhood I speak of is, let me say 
again, not old enough to understand itself 
religiously. If there are spiritual opera- 
tions in this period, they will be the work 
of God’s spirit, codperated with now more 
apparently, though not more really, by 
human agency on the part both of the 
child and its elders, yet not recognized by 
their subject as religious. They will tuk: 
place in the child’s thoughts, in the exe:- 
cises of his mind and heart on the moral 
occasions his child-life furnishes; they will 
be manifest in the child’s character. Well, 
to cut the matter short, can any sufficient 
reason be given why a child’s obedience, a 
child’s truth, a child’s resistance to tempta- 
tion, a child’s repentance, are not to be 
regarded as the fruit of the grace of God? 
true religious experiences, therefore, enter- 
ing properly into the account of the 
religious life... . 


The theory of so early a religious 
experience possible and probable, if it be 
accepted, signifies a great deal to Christian 
parents. There in no view that invests the 
office and relation of the parent with so 
much consequence. The farther back 
my child’s spiritual history dates the 
farther back dates my responsibility and 
accountability for it, the farther back 
my spiritual ministry to it. For the 
fact that God operates in grace upon the 
soul of an infant before I can cooperate 
with the work by speech, does not by any 
means deny me a partinit. I am more 
than a mere bystander. I am God’s instru- 
ment in it all. The children that Jesus 
blessed were brought to him. And so must 
all children be brought, and not alone by 
yrayer and the covenanting act of faith. 

here is a bringing that consists of the put- 
ting forth of personal influence. There is 
nothing in the world so subtle in its opera- 
tion, so penetrating, as personal moral 
influence. If a little child is morally 
impressible, as we have supposed, the most 
pregnant circumstance of its present 
situation on the earthward side is contained 
in the character of those who are around it 
—in the temper and dispositions in which 
they live, in the moral atmosphere they 
create. There must proceed therefrom 
hindrance or help to any moral being 
within range—that which tends to frustrate 
the grace of God or that which furthers it. 
We have inevitably a moral effect on our 
children from the day of their birth 
according to our spiritual quality. And 
so ourtheory that childhood is the scene of 
religious expezience is a call to holy living 
in families, and I do not know of any other 
call to it that is more persuasive or 
imperative. 
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Will secure a copy of THE NATIONAL A Re RE rer Bn 
> Fe M The Quarterly contains es an e 


for Janu ruary, and March. 
two pages devoted 
extent of the three captivities, a 


to each lesson, there are 6 pages of Music, a 

Model Program, an 0 
a Review Exercise, and a Temperance Lesson. The 
and the appearance of the page Open and Attractive. 


ap showing the 
ning Responsive Exercise, 
ype is Clear and Distinct, 


20 CENTS 


Will secure a copy of THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, on trial, 
for 3 months. Regular yearly subscription, $1.50 ; clubs of 5 or more, $1.25 each. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILI. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


(\UCCESSFUL FOLKS. 


Matthew Hale Smith’s new book. 
jaa Feuptnent persons, a= and women ART 
VANDERBILT, Banwert.ete > L& WART, 
The sensation of the season. Now is the time for 
to secure terrftory. Address for 


J: circulars and terms, 
AMERICAN PUBLIS CO., Hartford, Conn. 


AGENTS WANTED for Dr. March’s New Book 


FROM DARK TO DAWN 


In this new volume the Popular Author of Nient 
SCENES IN THE BIBLE portrays with vivid and thrill- 
ing force the events of Sacred Truth, and ad 
jee wong to the beauty, pathos and sublimity of the 
Stories of the Bible. Agents will find this Book with 
its sparkling thoughts, beautiful engravings, and rich 
bindings, the best in the market. Liberal. Cir- 
culars Free. J.C. MCCURDY & CO., Phila., Pa. 
Wonderful, But True!!! What? 

wig, the fact that mts are do! better on the 
sale of Rev. 8. T. Buck's" ILLUSTRATED LORD'S 
nin tae and other works of art, than they can 
possibly elsewhere. An agent sends for 100, 

os,’ 


August 5, and wri “ They are going like hot cak 
ae one in Al Kew Fore orders 1000 on 








ve you the names of many who are 
ing from an Hi per - Send two-cent stamp 
and be convinced. B 


Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa. 


ABBOTT'S LARGE TYPE (Illustrated) NEW 
TESTAMENT 


, isa splendid work for mts. Nothi 
want fh Price, 00, “<a 


DSPEED & OO., New York, or Cincinnati, Ohio. | 


for 30 cts. Catalogue /ree. 8. M. 
SPENCER, 112 Washington St.. Boston, Mass, 


BIG 





1§ classified reference catalogue of 8. nt 
plies tree to any address. F. H. Revell, Chicago. 








SEND FOR CATALOGUES to 


Cangell, Petter, & Galpin, New York, 





PAY.—With Stencil Outfits. What costs 4 cts. 


Tells without the writ- 
ing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what 
number it was, and who 
took it out. Enthusias- 
tically endorsed by Libra- 
rians wi are using it. 
Price, only $1.50. Send 
for Descriptive Circular 
and Testimonials. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromfield 8t., Boston. 


HUTE'S 
UNDAY 
CHOOL 


Time SAVING 
LIBRARY 
RECORD 








| ARS Berge 
FLORAL GUIDE 


A beautiful work of 100 pages, One Colored Flower 
Plate, and 300 Illustrations, with Descriptions of the 
best Flowers and Vegetables, and how to w them. 
All for a Five Cent Stamp. In English or German. 


The Flower and Vegetable Garden, 175 Pages, Six Col- 
ored Plates, and many hundred Engravings. For 50 
cents in paper covers; $1.00 in elegant cloth. In Ger- 
man or English. 

Vick’s Illustrated Monthly Magazine.—32? , a Col- 
ored Plate in every number and many fine Engrav- 
ings. Price, $1.25 a year; Five Copies for $5.00. 

Vick’s Seeds are the best in the world. Send Five 
Cent Stamp for a FLORAL GUIDE, containing List and 
Prices, and plenty of information. Address, 


JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 


Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 


Self-Inking, only $13. 
ey RY oo pa 
nking, from : o the 
work of a $250 Press. Presses from 

#.50. Stamp for catalogue. 
Federal St Boston Mus 
15 Fede n, Mass. 
‘Established 1847. 





In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement,in The Sunday School Times, 


FROM ADVERTISERS 


From F. H. Revell, Publisher, Chicago, Tl. 


Have had about two hundred orders for sample 
copies from one insertion of our small advertisement 
in The Sunday Scdool Times. 


From prezeecy's Publishing Co., Chicago, Il. 
June 28, 187 ] 


attribute it in ® large 
att a 
Sunday School Times. We consider it the best adver 
tising medium in this country. 


(From Charles F, Hill, manufacturer of the Folding 
Book Case, Hazleton, Pa.]j 
Allow me to commend The Sunday School Times as 
avery valuabl advertising medium, The returns my 
advertisement fthe Folding Book Case brought me, 
far exceeded ry | en I ever tried. I cannot under 
stand this, but ow it is so. 


m the Star Parlor 


[Fro Organ Factory of Alleger, 
Bowlby, & Co., W 


ashington, N. J.) 

It is simple justice to you to say that our standin 
advertinentent ‘od one inch has paid 0 es = 
and when we have used large space on speci ra 
sions we have always experienced immediate and 
profitable returns, 


[From Croft, Wilbur, & Co., Manufacturers ot Confec- 

tionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.] 

After extensive newspaper advertising, we can 
truthfully say that no pe r has brought us so good 
returns as The Sunday ool Times. An advertise- 
ment inserted in its columns brought us cash orders 
from larger share of all the states in the Union. 


[From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu- 
aT and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—February 
15, 1877. 

It isa pleasure to me to inform you that my adver- 
tising In Fe Sun School Times has been the most 
sat! ry of any I have ever done, without excep- 
tion. Before I had seen the issue containing rst 
advertisement, numerous letters satisfied me I had 
found a medium ofthe greatest value. I am glad to 
notice that you rigidly exclude advertisements which 
ere og to gta 

made good, an 

mediaen and the good-will of your 

due to this fact. 


{From Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
Oieey ib, 16F 40 East 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary 1377.) 


by promises that cannot i- 
¥ Petieve the —. ¢ your 


We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
nr an we id in Seadny School Times one 
of the best we use. 


{From William Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 

Philadelphia.—August 31, 1877. 

I have been much gratified with the success attend- 
ing my advertisement in The Sun School Times, 
and shall avail myself in the future of that paper asa 
medium superior to any other within the range of my 
experience, 


[From T. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
ney’s Agency, for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union 
Square New York.] 


I have been so tified with the returns from my 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that 1 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I m.cy 
safely say I have received more answers from my 
advertisement in this paper than from other 
have employed. 


[From M. W. Smith & Co., 140{La Salle St., Chicago, 
IiL—January 16, 1877.] 





More than three hundred letters were received from 
our one advertisement in The Sunday School Times, 


A. J. Weidener, Proprietor, during the Centen- 
em ge of the Franklin Hotel, elphia.— 
July 31, 1876.) f 
I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of i-« 

t mediums for advertising many branches of busi- 
ness. I do say conscientiously that I have heard from 
my advertisement in = paper oftener than from any 
other paper in which I have advertised this season. 
{From M. T. Richardson, Publisher of the House- 

keeper’s Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.—January 19, 1877.] 

It is ve tifying during these times to find now 
and thon S paper —o something like an adeyuate 


return for the money invested. I ve been ayree- 
ably ees with the results of my advertisement 
in your columns, 


[From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—Januw- 
ary 29, 1877.) 


We have received a large number of applications 
or the Papyrograph from persons who refer to you, 
nclnding one to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried so 
far; and feel well satisfied with the business the adver- 
tisement has brought us. 


[From Brown’s Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey St., 
New York. 
It is but just to your valuable paper, that we acknow!l- 
ze its superior merits as an advertising medium. 
ving thoroughly tested it, and watched carefully 
the rosuiie we can honestly state that our advertise- 
ment in The Sunda: 


School Times brought us more 
cash orders than di 


our advertisement in any other 
five pettgious ees. Some heavy mails consisted 
largely of orders for goods in which it was stated that 
the advertisement was seen in The Sunday School 
Times. These orders were parts of 


country. 
_JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher. 


An Order of Service. 


There is a great demand for the Order ot 
Service contained in the Scholars’ Quarterly 
for this quarter. Consequently it has been 
printed on separate shects, and can be mailed 
to any address. It can be used by any school, 
even where the Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. 
On the back of each sheet is printed the Re- 
sponsive Review Exercise, a part of which can 
be used on each Sunday, and the whole making 
a most appropriate reading for the review Sun- 
day at the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents 
per hundred copies. Printed on cardboard, 
$2.00 per hundred copies. Sent by mail with- 
out cost of postage to the purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





()* FORD TEACHERS’ BIBLE, 
Thos. Nelann 4 Sons 42 Rieerker St. Ww V 
APPLETONS JOURNAL.—Art Journal.—Popula” 
Reience Monthly. The Best Advertising Mediums. 


(j4BRIGUES BROS.,"Phila., Pa., 5. S. Supplies. 
> New Catalogue free. 

END tor Catalogue ot Sun day-schoo y Boo ks and 
S blished by the American Sunday 





Union. No. 1123 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Aytna 


a 8, 1879. 








Insurance ‘Company, 








STATEMENT. 





AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF ASSETS, 


Amount of Unpaid Losses, 


Unearned Premiums, Fire Risks, 
Unearned Premiums, Inland Navigation Risks, 
All other demands against the Company—viz., Commissions Due to Agents, Returned Premiums and Mis. 


cellaneous Expenses, 


TOTAL EXCEPT CAPITAL AND NET SURPLUS, 
JOINT STOCK CAPITAL PAID UP, - 
SURPLUS BEYOND ALL LIABILITIES, 


WM. B. CLARK, Assistant Secretary. 


J. GOODNOW. Secretary. 
PHILADELPHIA BRANCH, No. 403 Walnut Street. 


January Ist, 1879. 


$6,914,147 79 





200,374 00 
1,615,561 85 
1,628 00 


51,125 00 
$1,868,688 85 
3,000,000 00 
2,045,458 94 


$6,914,147 79 








L. J. HENDEE, President. 


W. ¢. GOODRICH, Agent. | 





The Proof 


Of our success in giving satisfaction to those 
who order goods ‘ mail is that although, 
before the opening of last season’s trade, we 
carefully trained a large force of clerks for 
our newly organized Mail Department for 
Samples and Supplies, the business was so 
great that, to promptly attend to the hundreds 
of letters received daily, the clerks in this 
-~ artment were compelled to work long after 
inary business hours, it being inadvisable, 

in a rush of such particular wo ork, to add per- 
sons not acquainted with our excellent system. 

Further proof of our success is that 
although the hurried season is over, and busi- 
ness generally comparatively dull, this depart- 
ment is yet so crowded that its daily business 
cannot be finished during usual hours. 

Requests for samples and orders for 
goods are attended to with the most thorough 
promptness and precision. Nothing sent out 
unless believed to be just what is wanted, but 
if not satisfactory is cheerfully exchanged or 
money refunded. 


EVERYTHING IN 


— and Velvets. Underwear, Corsets. 
reas Goods, Ladies’ & Chittdiren's 8 Shoes. 

Mourning ( toods. Men’s and Boys’ Shoes. 
Ladies’ & Children’s Suits. Rubber Trunks, etc. 
Shawls and Cloaks. Linens, Fiannels & Muslins. 
Ladies’ Furnishing Goods. Men’s and Bo Clothing. 
Hosiery and Gloves. Gents’ Furnishing Goods. 
White Goods and Laces. Men’s and Boys 
Notions, Zephyrs, etc. Stationery and | tetwene. 

ri an ——e _— Furnishing Goods. 
Ribbons, Ties, e 


na and Glassware. 
Cloths and C Pexitees, Toye and Games. 
Furs and Millinery. 


Write postal card for samples or prices 
of anything desired. Register all letters 
containing money. Many bargains may be 
secured now, between seasons. Address, ° 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
GRAND DEPOT, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
The Largest Dry Goods and Outfitting House. 


Boys& Girls 


If you want most amusing read- 
ing, and plenty of pictures to 
cut out, send for “The Mammoth 
Pictorial’’—the largest paper in the 
world. It contains 35 square feet of 
pictures and reading matter. Just fig- 
ure thatout. Mailed free for 15 cts. 
Postage stamps taken. Address 
THe MAMMOTH PICTORIAL, 
137 Eighth St., N.Y. 


* BOWKER’S AMMONIATED 


FOOD FOR FLOWERS. 


Send two ten-cent pieces wrapped and enclosed in a 
letter for a trial package ‘sufficlent for twenty plants 
for three months, including a little book on “ How to 
make House Plants Bloom,” by Professor Maynard, of 
the Massachusetts Agricultural College. BOWKER 
FERTILIZER CO., 48 Chatham St., Boston; 3 Park 


Place, New York. Face! 
FARM GRIST MILLS 
CORN SHELLERS. 


Every farmershould have them. 
Over 20,000 in ure! 

Every machine guaranteed to 
ive satisfaction or no pay. Mills, 
fn: Shellers, $5. Farmers’ boys 
wanted as rh Sehd for De- 
~scri otive Circulars to pevengmes. 

‘o., Iron Founders, Pitts- 
burgh, "Pa. 


AUTOGRAPH ALBUM. 


book. Tiustrased with vy Scrous, Ferns, and 








15e. 
48 
our scholars 


lars b 
iris, U can sell lot ot of 
oes taken. Please name 





paper. J. F. INGALIS, yo 


@Z# 300 CHURCHES “QR 


In and near Philadelphia have the 


Burdett Organ. The distinguished 


musical author and critic, James Bellak, of Philadelphia, says it is “ 7’he 


Musical Wonder of the Age.” 


-— 





__ Address, 


BURDETT ORGAN CO., Limited, Erie, Pa. 








This cut represents an =) 4 new eee. just out, which has already 


become immensely popular 
It is a Microsco 


fly’s wing and thousan 


, and as such is not to be classed with the cheap c! 
Microscope. No nstrument has ever been 
use you can see the livin ng parasites 0; 


and is bound to have an extensive sale. 

harm or Gem 
offered at $1.00 equal to it. B its 
n the body of a fly, or the scales on a butter- 


of other wontertal things, but this is not all. 


here are furnished with each instrument 


100 BEAUTIFUL PICTURES, 


photeane saphed on glass,and when magnified by the Micrograph they appear as 


distinct to the eye as the original pain 


_ —™ 


ntings from which they were 


ictures of all the Presidents of the United States, copies of the best 


Ka wal in sin the count 
prising pictures of Child 


r variety enough to suitall tastes. 


Also a large i of miscellaneous views, com- 
ood, Love Scenes, C 


‘omic and Pathetic pictures, in fact 


Taken all in all, it is as interesting as 


A Stereoscope with 100 Views. 


is instrument is Degusifuste ) 
justing the focus, and reve: 
ice, with pictures all ccomhan 


THE 
MICROGRAPH. 


rCONOMY IN A NUTSHELL. 


This book meets a felt want, Itis not a treatise 

on economy, but a systematic plan _ ———_ 

ment in daily expenses. It lasts two y Many 

meritorious words have been said ofit.> Tt is really a 

hel laces in hard times. Can only 
be cents and a‘dressing 

HIL¥S PARDOE, 
Philipsburg, Pa. 





over the rough 
ad by enclosing 


__ Agents wanted. 
A GREAT OFFER FOR 


FEBRUARY!! 


We will during this month d of 100 PIANOS ¢ 
ORGANS, at TRAORDINARY LOW prices for cash. 
SPLENDID ORGANS 2 3-5 sets of reeds $65, 35 sets with 
Sub Bass and Coupler $80, 2 sets $50, 1 do $40, 1 do $35. 
T Octave all ROBEWOOD PIANOS $130, 7 1-3 do $140, 
all round corners do $175, warranted SIX years. AGENTS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. Music at half 
price, HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manf'rs. and Dealers, 
40 E. 14th St., N. ¥. 


TAKIGRAFY. 


Ladies and Gentlemen can easily learn to report 
sermons, lectures. etc. Those who fail with Phonog- 
raphy succeed with this system. Jrssons given by 
mail, Send i stamp for illustrated circular. 

yILBUR O. _CooPER, New Haven, Conn, 


SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY. 222." 


Guide to 
the Study of the International Lessons, pe Advanced 
Scholars and ome Bible Clasr. Subscription, 50 cents; | 
in chabs of six or are 40 cents, Send stamp 
Specimen to 64 Fifth Street, Louisville, . 


A. O.VAN LENNEP, Oriental Niustrated Lectur 
Exhibitions, Museum, MonrTcLarE. N, 





‘a 
Prom 1% 
1723 


potiened, and nickel- plates, with sliding tube B for 
Ne ass reflecting mirror 
1.00. Money beamed if you are not satisfied. 


D. L. SMITH, 


Waterbury, Conn. 


UNITED STATES SCALES. | 


Stock, Grain, Wagon Dormant, R. R. Track, and others, 

With protected self-adjusting beari ‘(best style 

ever thvented), and otherwise highly improved. 

Warranted greatly a to 1 anyeo other make of 

scales. No pay till tes pest ef a Sa 
nd for circu 


sented. Bn the chea 
. AUSTIN & CO., Manufacture: 
‘TERRE HAUTE, IND. 
LS aes Agents wanted everywhere—best 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for 


—Choicest in the world—Importers prices— 
Greslen, 3 Robt Wells, 43 ‘Vesey St.,1 N. Ys, P. Oo. Box 1287 





Largest Company in 4 merica—staple article 
—pleases everybody—Trade continually in- 





Ww. AND BEAUTIFUL. 
SUNDAY a DAY 


re Cards—and oT Cards. 
list EDUCATIONAL CARDS 
address. J. UFFORD’ 


SENT FREE any H. B Ss 
ao a of —— in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 


ORDER OF us, 
Sabbath School Supglies 
of any kind whatever.— 
Special attention given to 
the selection of LIBRARIES. 
The largest and best vari- 
ety of REWARD CARDS to 
be found inthecity. Sam- 
ples of 15 kinds sent for roc. 
Inquiries will be cheer- 
fully answered and orders 


remit, 


e 


a % 
so 37 


” Box 2793 





Bp els FAN LIDS 


Has aa the most unqualified approval from 
Ph , Matrons, and Mothers of the highest char- 
acter and responsibility, in this and other countries. 


The Extraordinary Success 


pw dy this food has attained in this country (the sales ot 

ich aggregate as much as all other foods combined 
is ‘ to its intrinsic merit, containing, as it does, al 
the elements essential to ndacag and repair, either in 
the Infant or Invalid. dge’s Food 


Is not a Medicine, 


neither is it a new, untried preparation, having been 

in use in England and the United States for 30 years,— 

but it is a food, wherein all the flesh- 
properties are carelully retained. It is a fact 


Multitudes of Infants 


are slowly se at a period of infancy when devel- 
opmentand are remarkably active, because of 
inability of others to furnish the necessary nutri- 
ment, on account of overtaxing the nervous system, 

and by peeneee lactation, thus lowering the standard 


NFANTS 


C 
Mie fori! PONT 


From a chemical standpoint. Lee nearer to 
human milk than any other preparation 

The success of Ridge’s Food has caused the market 
to be overrun with worthless imitations. In asking 
for RIDGE’S FOOD see that you get it. eno other, 
Can be had of almost any Dru t. In cans of 3 
cents, 65 cents, $1.25 and $1.72, g the signature ot 


WOOLRICH & CO., 
on every label. 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


AND STEREOPTICONS. 
my Public, ite, Santer echeol. « on 3 ae Le pee 


C. rT MILLIGAN, 7 728 ‘Chestnut ut St, Ph "Philad’a a. 


Prices G rently Bede, 


. 4 , 15c. i 
M AG AT HOME. fi°Tin® ise. bissoiving 


Necklace, ale Melting Box, 20c.; Frog 
St. Nicholas" Pub. Co., ‘80 Beekman St., 


Barlow’s Indigo Blue. 


» *» & 

Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully 
tested and endorsed by thousands of housekeepers. 
Your groc ¥ oe to haveit onsale. Ask for him for it. 

VILTBERGER, Proprietor, 
No. 233 North Second St. » Philadelphis. 


Now Ready!! INTERNATIONAL S. S, 


ALL MAP 2 


WESTERN ASIA, and large Map of 

Ancient J erusalem, 36x48 Tlustrates 

the International 8. 8. Lessons, early 

Old Testament History, ay | Syria, 

Palestine, Armenia, Assyria, Regions of 

Babylon, Nineveh, Susa, Ararat. Rivers, 

Tigris, Euphrates. etc; giving Bible, ancient ‘and mod- 

ern names; doubtful locations so designated; Ilus- 

trates the captivity of the Jews, together with a map 

of ancient Jerusalem_ to illustrate the building of 

the second Temple. Large bold letters, easily read 
at a distance, 

Superior to any issued of this cheapest and best 
series 8.8. Maps. Sent prepaid on receipt ofprice, 
Fine White Muslin, Countries colored, onl -$2 0 
White Paper mt’d on Rollers. Countries col’d. 3.00 
With Spring Roller, same as above.... oo.ee Od 

Don’t fail to order International 8. 5. Map D. 


A, H, EILERS Publishing Co., 
2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo, 


NOTICE! 


Acting upon the urgent request of numerous corres- 
pondents, I have extended my Holiday Offer for a Lim- 
ued Period. Order at once, pay only after you have 
fully tested the instrument at your own home, | New 
oer e 5, 3135,$145 and upwards. New Orga 

$75, $85, 997, etc. Latest Lilustrated Newspaper, witt with 
much tnibemasion fr ee. Address, DANIEL 

Ww mgton. N. J. 


In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





